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TV, RADIO 
COMMUNICATIONS 

BP91 -INTRO TO RA- 
DIO DXING.... $5.50. Ev- 
erything you need to know 
about radio DXing and how 
you can get into this fas- 
cinating hobby area. 

BP155 -INTL RADIO Or 

STATIONS GUIDE .... 
$6.95. New edition lists sta- 
tion site, country. frequency, 
ERP provides for thou- 
sands of short wave radio 
stations. Nine sections 
cover a variety of broadcast 
services 

/p..Mlwtr 
Neils tilw... 

BP105- ANTENNA 
PROJECTS.... $5.50. 
Practical antenna designs 
including active, loop, and 
ferrite types that are simple 
and inexpensive to build. 
yet perform well Also in- 
cluded are antenna ac- 
cessories 

.. $5.50. Shows how to 
build 25 antennas starting 
with a simple dipole and 
working on up to beam, tri- 
angle and even a mini rho- 
mbic 

28 >sirrol. M..ur Band .rrn. 

4 8P132 -25 SHORT- 
WAVE BROADCAST AN- 
TENNAS ... $5.50. Good 
antennas can be inexpen- 
sive. Here's 25 different 
ones ranging from a simple 
dipole, through helical de- 
signs to a multi -band um- 
brella. 

BP136 -25 INDOOR 
AND WINDOW ANTEN- 
NAS.... $5.50. If you 
can't put up a conventional 
antenna because of where 
you live. one of these 25 de- 
signs is likely to solve your 
problem and deliver great 
reception 

MAIL TO Electronic Technology Today Inc. 
PO. Box 240 
Massapequa Park. NY 11762-0240 

SHIPPING CHARGES IN USA AND CANADA 

$0.01 to $5.00 ...$1.25 $30.01 to $40.00 .$5.00 
$5.01 to 10.00 ... $2.00 $40.01 to $50.00 . $6.00 
$10.01 to $20.00 .$3.00 $50.01 and above . $7.50 
$20.01 to $30.00 54.00 
SORRY, No orders accepted outside of USA and 
Canada 

Total price of merchandise $ 

Shipping (see chart) S 

Subtotal S 

Sales Tax (NYS only) S 

Total Enclosed S 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

LETTERS 

SCANNING CONTROLS 

I just read "Saxon on Scanners" in the Sep- 
tember 1988 issue, and I am disturbed by 
the offer of information for modifying the Ra- 
dio Shack PRO -2004 scanner to receive the 
cellular mobile -telephone frequencies. When 
I saw the original mention in the April issue 
I assumed there would be little Interest. But, 
obviously, there are a number of people who 
wish to eavesdrop on phone calls. 

I comment as the owner of three scanners 
and a cellular phone. I believe in the right 
of the individual to listen to general communica- 
tions -and, indeed, feel that our police, fire, 
and government agencies may be kept on 
their toes knowing that countless listeners 
are out there. Those transmissions -as well 
as those of marine and aircraft radios, and 
old -style, high -power car phones -were never 
intended to be picked up by only one re- 
ceiver. Their users are aware that others are 
listening in on those shared frequencies. 

The cellular -phone system, on the other 
hand, was designed for private, individual 
phone calls. There is no reason for, or value 
in, anyone else listening. The near- micro- 
wave frequencies, very low power, near -by 
reuse of channels, frequent channel changes 
as a vehicle moves, and lack of recogniz- 
able identification eliminate the likelihood of 
DX; the conversations taking place should 
have no interest to anyone who does not 
have a sick mind. On a recent visit to a local 
parts store that carries scanners I found two 
customers engrossed in listening to one side 
of a conversation in which a woman was 
describing -in graphic detail -her child's ill- 
ness, apparently to a doctor. 

The FCC has been considering regula- 
tions to ban scanners from receiving those 
frequencies. Articles like yours simply add 
fuel to the fire. Any such ban, once enacted, 
is likely to lead to other bans of police and 
government reception. Aside from those pos- 
sible ramifications, one must consider our 
continuing loss of privacy, and the immoral- 
ity of unnecessarily furthering that loss. 

How would Mr. Saxon feel if his home - 
phone conversations were being picked up 
inductively by his next -door neighbor? Would 
he defend his neighbor's right to do so? 

Think about it. The manufacturers who 
have deleted the cellular band deserve praise 
and support for doing so. not criticism and 
plans to beat the system. 

E.F.W. Jr. 
West Roxbury, MA 

HAVES AND NEEDS 

I'm looking for two schematics. The first is 

for a True Tone Model D117 2 -band table 
radio. The second is for a Sears Model 1484, 
chassis number 185.11040 guitar amp. I've 
tried my Sears service outlet with no luck. 

Larry E. Arnold 
608 Ellen Drive 

North Little Rock, AR 72117 

GROUNDED 

On page 36 of your October 198E issue, the 
schematic diagram (Fig. 2) for The "Solid - 
State Tesla Coil" shows the ground side of 
the power supply going to the emitters of 
the transistors. Obviously, if the circuit is wired 
up that way, no operating current would be 
delivered to the high -voltage circuit, and 
hence it would not work. 

M.M. 
Atlanta, GA 

Of course, you are correct. For proper op- 
eration, reroute the connection to the emit- 
ters from the bottom of C3 to the top of that 
capacitor. All should now work fine. 

REPLACEMENT PARTS 

I enjoy reading your magazine, and I've no- 
ticed your emphasis on readers helping each 
other. This letter is in response to L.J.'s ques- 
tion in the September "Letter Box." 

The U1 op -amp (MC3401) for the "Wind 
Witcher" project (February 1988) can be re- 
placed by an LM3900N. That's what I used, 
and it turned out great. 

By the way, pin 7 is repeated twice in the 
schematic. The correct pin 7 should go to 
ground. 

R.F.S. 
Sun City. AZ 

MINIMUM ORDERS 

We just received our first copy of Hands -on 
Electronics (the August 1988 issue) here 
at work. and I was really impressed with the 
article "Low- Battery Alarm. It presented a 

solution to a problem I'd been working on. 
I jumped right in and called Jameco. as 

the article suggested, just to find out that 
the $0.99 8211 would cost me $20.00 -their 
minimum order. I called around locally, but 
no one sells or can order one or me. 

Is this a new chip, or hard to get? Do you 
have a cross -reference to ECG or others? 

A.S. 
Addison, NY 

Mimimum orders are a problem for hobby- 
ists, but unfortunately there are few ways 
around them. There are relatively few well - 
stocked mail -order parts distributors left, and 
just about all have a minimum order or a 
service charge for orders be.'ow a certain 
amount. That comes about because of the 
cost of doing business by mail. Unless the 
order exceeds a certain amount, retailers 
actually can lose money filling an order. And 
while $20 may seem high, it is less than 
that charged by many long -established, mail - 
order distributors. 

Unfortunately, we don't have an ECG (or 
other) cross reference for the 8211, nor an 
alternate source. Often, we buy components 
for several projects at a time. We suggest 
the same approach. Get the catalogs from 
as many parts distributors as possible and 
try to lump your parts -buying together. You'd 
be surprised how quickly you can reach most 
distributor's minimums. 




