
into that category. Hence, we provided the 
substitute. If you still have difficulty finding 
the part, here's a suggestion: Try making 
friends at your local TV and radio repair shop. 
The owner may be willing to order the part 
for you, or put you in touch with a local dis- 
tributor that carries it. 

PERPETUAL CALENDAR VARIATION 

I built the "Perpetual Calendar project that 
appeared in the July 1988 issue. However, 
I didn't attach it to a clock. Instead, I used 
a Schmitt trigger and a 6.3 -volt AC trans- 
former to derive the pulse. It works quite well, 
too. 

By the way, I love your magazine. espe- 
cially the "Circuit Circus" column. 

W.G.K. 

Ozone Park. NY 

BUILD IT FROM SCRATCH 

In his letter in the July 1988 issue. J.V. from 
Tacoma, WA, mentioned that he would like 

to see more projects in kit form. That seems 
like a good way to get started in electrnics- 
but after you put together 4 or 5 of them, it 

starts boring. Just read the enclosed litera- 
ture, warm up the of soldering iron, and get 
ready to follow the step -by -step procedures. 
After putting together a few kits, the fun and 
excitement just isn't there any more. 

What I find highly gratifying is following 
the "How to..." or "Build Your Own..." articles 
in electronics books and magazines. I search 
around for needed parts, etch or breadboard 
my own circuit board, learn the theory and 
principles behind the device itself, and spice 
it all up in a nice enclosure with custom em- 
blems and dry- transfer letters. 

I am 15 years old and fascinated with elec- 
tronics, computers, and amateur radio. I've 
been building electronic gadgets for a num- 
ber of years now, and I've learned a lot 
through fine publications like Hands -on Elec- 
tronics /Popular Electronics. 

I do agree with J.V. about "The Power 
Play" article (February 1988). I built that power 

supply on a breadboard for about $50.00. 
and it covers all my needs. 

M.A.G. 
Jackson. MI 

NOT -SO -RAPID FIRE 

In building the 'Rapid Fire" circuit (Septem- 
ber 1988) I noticed several discrepancies be- 

tween the schematic and the printed- circuit 
board. I believe the board is in error; am I 

correct? 
E. P 

Las Vega, NV 

Yes, you are. There were a couple of prob- 
lems with the board. There is a trace miss- 
ing in the foil pattern. To correct that, add 
a jumper between the cathode of Dl and 
pin 3 of U1. Next, eliminate the connection 
to J1 pin 8 and add a connection to J1 pin 
6 at the anode end of D1. Finally, reverse 
the NORM and AUTO labels on switch SI. 
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'CALL FOR AVAILABILITY 

Ouantity Item Output 
Channel 

Price 
Each 

TOTAL 
PRICE 

California Penal Code $593 -D forbids us 
from shipping any cable descrambiing uric 
to anyone residing in the state of California 

Prices subject to change without notice 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name --- 
Address City -_ 
State Zip _ - -_ -__ _ Phone Number I ) 

r; Cashier's Check IT Money Order ri COD f ' Visa Mastercard 

Acct $ Exp. Date 

Signature _ -_ - 

SUBTOTAL 
Shipping Add 
$3 00 per unit 

COD & Credit 
Cards - Add 5% 

TOTAL 

FOR OUR RECORDS 

DECLARATION OF AUTHORIZED USE - I. the undersigned do hereby declare under penalty of perjury 
that all products purchased, now and in the future. will only be used on cable TV systems with proper 

authorization from local officials or cable company officials in accordance with all applicable federal and 

state laws FEDERAL AND VARIOUS STATE LAWS PROVIDE FOR SUBSTANTIAL CRIMINAL AND CIVIL 

PENALTIES FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE. 

Dated - -- -_ Signed 

Pacific Cable Company, Inc. 
73251/2 RESEDA BLVD., DEPT. # H -12 RESEDA, CA 91335 

(818) 716 -5914 No Collect Calls (818) 716 -5140 

IMPORTANT: WHEN CALLING FOR INFORMATION 
Please have the make and model # of the equipment used in your area. Thank You 
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