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LETTERS 
Write to Letters, Electronics Now, 500-8 Bi-County Blvd., Farmingdale, NY 11735 

POWER CONTROLLER UPDATE 
I'd like to thank William E. Baker 

who wrote a letter about my ·'Power 
Controller" article CElectronics 
Now. November 1992) that ap· 
peared in the June "Letters" col­
umn . I always enjoy getting 
feedback on projects. 

As Mr. Baker suggested, the 
Power Controller contains more 
components than are needed for a 
load, such as extra lights. The pur­
pose of the controller. however. is to 
provide more versatility than can be 
realized from a simple relay circuit. 
The power controller provides: 1) 

pulse sensing for wireless . wired, or 
remote oscillator control; and 2) au­
tomatic reset when the vehicle is 
shut down. The automatic reset 
works well with the other devices in 
a computer-controlled car and pro­
vides a nice "feel" to the dashboard 
controls. 

Furthermore, the addition of the 
electronics for pulse control repre­
sen ts a small percentage of the 
effort needed to assemble the hard­
ware and build a suitable unit. 

The circuit suggested in Mr. 
Baker's letter would certainly work. 
As a matter of fact , it is similar to the 
one I initially built to control the 
lights in my old Chevyvan. However, 
I would connect the indicator lamp 
with resistor across the load. That 
way, the lamp will positively indicate 
that power is applied to the load. not 
simply that power is applied to the 
relay. 
DAVE SWEENEY 

CALL FOR CLEAN AIR 
Tch, tch, tch . Forty lashes with a 

wet environmental noodle to Martin 
Fournier for suggesting in his article 
" Remote Car Starter" CElec· 
tronics Now, April 1993) that you 
should warm up a car for as long as 
15 minutes. 

Any environmentally conscious 
10-year old can tell you that you 
should idle a cold engine for no Ion· 

ger than one minute, and then drive 
and accelerate gingerly while the 
car·warms up. Do not idle for exces­
sive periods. Like the echo of a far­
away gunshot. we Canadians heari 
Cand breathe) the report a few days 
later. 

Remember to reduce. reuse. re­
cycle, and rethink. Every little bit 
helps. 
GAVIN EARLE 
St. John 5, Newfoundland, Canada 

PREDICTING THE FUTURE OF 
HDTV 

The article "The New World of 
HDTV" CElectronics Now, May. 
1993) was quite a thorough report 
on the four finalists in the HDTV 
derby. 

However, it may well be that the 
right answer for the long term is: E. 
"None of the above." They're really 
not ready for prime time. 

Look at it from the broadcaster's 
point of view-from the Big Three 
(and a half) networks on down to the 
individual , independent, peanut· 
whistle TV station. Here. Mr. Broad­
caster. is what each of the systems 
offers you: 

1 You'll be required to duplicate 
all of your existing NTSC equipment 
with brand new (and far more costly) 
equipment, and you'll even have to 
buy a whole new transmitter tower! 

2. You'll have to staff and maintain 
both faci lities until the year 2008. 

3. You might get Joe Sixpack to 
watch a few more minutes of your 
broadcasts than he does now-or 
maybe not. 0 1' Joe's about maxed 
out on his couch-potato viewing 
time already. 

4. You might get General Motors 
to pay more to run a Chevy commer­
cial than it does now-but probably 
not twice as much. After all, they're 
trying to appeal to the same simul­
cast audience. 

The bottom line is that a mere 
" NTSC with more lines on your TV 
screen" makes no economic 

sense. It means substantial amount 
of extra expense, and minuscule ex· 
tra income. 

The big push for high-definition 
TV exists only because the NTSC 
standard forces us to live with the 
525-line picture that was the best 
that vacuum tubes could do in 1942. 
All of the proponent systems make 
the same mistake of carving in 
stone the limits of today's tech· 
nology for yet another 50 years or 
so. Then we repeat this process of 
junking everything and starting over. 

The good news is that there are 
other concepts that do make sense. 

Work is now going on within 
SMPTE on a hierarchy or architec­
ture of interrelated digital image 
standards. The different levels with· 
in this system would identify them­
selves to broadcast equipment with 
digital headers. <See the December 
1992 SMPTE Journal for details.) 

That would allow us to incorpo­
rate advances in technology natu­
ra 1 ly and pain lessly, at least 
compared with the present debacle. 
The situation would be more like the 
sequence of compatible upgrades 
that we've seen in computing. 

It's the distribution, not the defini· 
t1on, that will make digital television 
eL onomically viable. With compres­
sio ' and a choice of resolution lev­
els, broadcasters wi ll have the 
oppo.tunity to provide many simul­
taneot..s services, rather than.com­
peting for maximum Nielsen ratings 
from a single channel. They'll be 
able to tap niche markets and really 
function as a kind of "common car­
rier of digits." The header/descrip­
tor is the key to that diversification. 
JOHN SPRUNG 
San Pedro, CA 

OPEN SPEAKER CONNECTIONS 
In response to Mr. Otfs request 

for information about oscillating 
open-load amplifiers, I think that this 
is a carryover from the tube-ampli­
fier era. I have had experience with 


