
designed their own boards
using an LPKF machine and I
programmed their PICs for
them. I had several problems
using my PICSTART program-
mer. Essentially when I read
the hex file, if I just pro-
grammed the chip it would
not work. If I read the hex
file, then reset the configura-
tion bits as the article stated,
then the PICSTART would set
both code protect bits to zero
and no programming was
possible. My procedure is to
erase the chip, then set the
configuration bits and pro-
gram them first. After this, I
then import the hex file then
only program the program
memory. This works around
the code protection bits
being set. This is a great
project for students learning
electronics.
Jeremy Clark (Canada)

Thanks for the feedback Jeremy.
All our recent PIC based projects
come with configuration bit infor-
mation as in many cases the
default values supplied by
Microchip will not work. In case
of problems or older projects, do
not hesitate to send an email and
one of our in-house designers will
help you.

Free program for 
electronic design basics
[Screendump 065075-11U]
Dear Editor — I have seen
that you sometimes publish
links to interesting electronic
programs. I believe my pro-
gram is in that category:

Please check the webpage
for a description of the pro-
gram:
www.miscel.dk/MiscEl/
miscel.html
The program is a hobby of
mine, I have been working
on it for many years, when I
have spare time. Some years
ago I decided to share the
program with others and put
it on the internet, where
everyone can get it for free.
Henrik K. Jensen
(Denmark)

A useful and easy to use bit of
software, Henrik, thanks for mak-
ing it available to all of us!

Piano playing aid
Dear Sir — I am in the
process of designing a sys-
tem that allows a person to
learn playing the piano much
faster using a visual aid.
I already own such a system
for guitar playing (www.fret-
light.com), but a version for
the piano does not seem to
exist yet.
I have already found some
sources that are very close to
what I need, but I am still
thinking about an LED bar
with the electronics built in
the case and that consumes

almost no power or is pow-
ered from an USB port.
Some sources I came across
during my research:
www.members.aol.com/
decomidi/index_english.htm
and www.midiboutique.com
showing the MDEC64 inter-

face. I am thinking of a sys-
tem with a LED bar that you
can place on a piano. The
circuit then shows what but-
tons you have to press with
your left and right hand. USB
connectivity would be provid-
ed and the possibility to wire
up a footswitch.
Johan Pyfferoen (Belgium)

Looking forward to seeing that
design Johan!

I want to become
famous, too
Dear Editor — I have some
circuits ready to share with
Elektor. How can I do this? I
can send you a .pdf, a .doc
file or the original Protel99SE
work. 
F. M. Gouveia (Portugal)

This is one of the most frequently
seen questions forwarded to us
by email via the Contact form
available on our website. The
answer is invariably that our
Author Guidelines are available
for anyone to read at the SER-
VICE page of our website
(www.elektor-electronics.com).
Publication of articles received
from free-lance authors is subject
to acceptance of the Board of Edi-
tors & Designers who meet

approximately every month to
discuss article proposals.

How many 
E-Weekly clients?
Dear Jan — just out of curios-
ity, how many people are
subscribing to the E-Weekly
newsletter you are sending
out? I get mine every Friday
and particularly enjoy the
pieces you write on what’s
brewing at Elektor.
Peter McCullough (UK)

Thanks for enquiring Peter. Denis,
our web editor tells me that cur-
rently 7,200 email addresses are
supplied with our free newsletter
and that the number is growing
at a rate of about 2 percent per
month. We recently cleaned our
E-Weekly client database
addresses, removing duplicate,
fake, unresponsive and ‘bounc-
ing’ email addresses.
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MailBox Terms
– Publication of reader’s correspon-

dence is at the discretion 

of the Editor.

– Viewpoints expressed by corres-

pondents are not necessarily

those of the Editor or Publisher.

– Correspondence may be 

translated or edited for length,

clarity and style.

– When replying to Mailbox 

correspondence, 

please quote Issue number.

– Please send your MailBox 

correspondence to: 

editor@elektor-electronics.co.uk or

Elektor Electronics, The Editor, 

1000 Great West Road, 

Brentford TW8 9HH, England.

Multi-Colour Flashing LED
July/August 2006, p. 83, ref. 0604014-1
The manufacturer of the LED devices discussed in this article
has a website at www.fbice.com. Conrad Electronics is a
suggested retailer for the product.

Geiger Counter
July/August 2006, p. 130, ref. 040291-1
In the circuit diagram, the junction of C5 and the 220-V
winding of TR1 should be connected to the circuit ground
line.

Corrections & Updates




