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William Cody, known as "Buffalo Bill," 
was quite a showman. A talented man in 
his own right, he embellished his accom- 
plishments with the ready assistance of 
newsmen and authors who puffed up his 
claimed experiences, spreading the mis- 
leading information. Gullible readers be- 
lieved it all, of course, and historical dis- 
tortions remain to this day. 

Interestingly, a similar chain of events 
has occured in the personal computer 
field, with a string of ongoing books and 
magazines carrying the torch of historical 
inaccuracies forward. Examples include 
the origins of the first modestly priced, 
powerful small computer, "Altair," and 
even how its name was chosen. 

For the record, Altair was not the first 
small computer. It was, however, the first 
successfully marketed one to individuals 
(as compared to corporate sales) owing to 
a variety of positive attributes- very -at- 
tractive cost (the microprocessor alone 
was selling for the price of the whole com- 
puter that included it), powerful CPU, an 

Buffalo Bill 

open bus that invited adding other de- 
vices, and publicity in the form of an arti- 
cle in a high -circulation magazine direct- 
ed to electronics enthusiasts. 

The latter is where I came into the pic- 
ture. As the publication's editorial direc- 
tor, I initiated a search for such a comput- 
er, which took about a year from its in- 
ception to locate and to publish plans for 
building it. 

Actually, the idea came to mind during 
the 1973 -1974 holiday season when I was 
reading a manuscript submitted by Don 
Lancaster. It detailed plans for building 
an under -$40 ASCII keyboard and en- 
coder that the author suggested be used 
with a computer, among other devices. 
The article was published in an April 1974 
issue. At the same time, a major article on 
Intel's powerful 8080 CPU in Electronics 
magazine focused our search further. 

This culminated in hastening the devel- 
opment of MITS's computer, Altair, 
through my relayed offer to make it a 
January 1975 front -cover story if the edi- 

torial deadline could be met. It was, in- 
cluding the attractive enclosure that I in- 
sisted it have, and history was made! The 
computer's name was suggested by a staff 
editor, John McVeigh (now an FCC law- 
yer), at a get- together with ME's manag- 
ing editor, Al Burawa, and Les Solomon, 
technical editor. 

Examining this chain of events, it is 
clear that the progenitor of the small com- 
puter was Don Lancaster with his key- 
board /encoder and TV typewriter devel- 
opments. So I'm especially pleased to ad- 
vise our readers that this innovative fig- 
ure, who also initiated a bevy of "Cook- 
book" technical texts that others copied, 
will be a regular author in Modern Elec- 
tronics, writing a column and articles that 
will start next month. 

What a happy tenth anniversary for the 
Altair computer! 
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Likes Article Mix 

The magazine looks great, with easy -to- 
read type style and nice mix of interesting 
articles. I am glad to see that Popular 
Electronics is alive and well under the new 
banner. Also, it was good to see that Al 
Burawa came aboard as Managing Edi- 
tor. I am subscribing promptly so as not 
to miss an issue. 
Adolph A. Mangieri 
New Kensington, PA 

Fuelish Errors 
In my "Fuel Miser" article (October 

1984), I'd like to correct some errors. 
On the schematic diagram, pin 2 of ICI 
should go directly to pin 6 of ICI, not to 
the common line as shown; and the CR5 
symbol should have the jogged bar of a 
zener diode. In the text on page 74, in- 
structions should read: For gas sys- 
tems, connect the jumper between 
points A and C. For oil systems, connect 
the jumper between Pins B and C. 
Anthony Caristi 
Waldwick, NJ 

Missed the Picture 
I enjoyed your interview with H. Ed- 

ward Roberts, the developer of the Altair 
computer. But how come you didn't print 
his picture? 
I. Green 
Brooklyn, NY 
Missed the deadline. But h- e- r -e -' -s Ed! 
-Ed. 

The Short of It 
I was a charter subscriber to "Popular 

Electronics" from when they started way 
back in OCT. 1954 and up till they stop- 
ped printing it. I was sorry to see it stop 
because it was well written and had a 
goodly variety of articles. 

So here last week in the "Short Waves" 
column by Glenn Hauser of the Green - 
burg Tribune paper I was pleased to read 
that a new magazine (MODERN ELEC- 
TRONICS) was going to start publication 
(1st issue, OCT. 1984) and that among 
other articles, they would continue the 
SW listings by Glenn Hauser. 

I would like to subscribe as a charter 
member to it and am enclosing a check in 
the amount of $12.97. 

J. Machala, TV -Radio Service 
Donora, PA 

Pleased to have you as a reader. Mr. Hau- 
ser's SW listing will be published when 
seasonal reception changes are made by 
broadcasters.-Ed. 
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