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"Revolutions" in the electronics/com - 
puter field often pass us by on their way 
to oblivion. During their short stay as the 
hottest items in the marketplace, one 
might think that they're eternal. 

For example, remember the digital 
watch? It entered our consumer minds 
around 1972, starting life as a $2,000 Pul- 
sar wrist watch. It was the most tantilizing 
new product in town. Direct -reading 
numbers, a blinking colon that seemed to 
have a life of its own, etc. 

In one year the price dropped to 
around $400, in non -precious -metal cas- 
ing, of course. Enough of the public grab- 
bed up the bargain to push sales deep into 
six -figure sales units. At that point, 
author Bill Green produced a digital 
wristwatch kit for around $80, which a 

horde of readers assembled from con- 
struction plans. A true bargain! 

Since then, prices plummeted, capped 
by masochistic Texas Instruments' $20 

digital timepiece in 1977 that knocked out 
many competitors. Then Hong Kong got 
into the act, producing them at such a low 
price (you can buy 'em now in HK for 
$2!! retail; $4 -$8 in the States), that the 
glint in buyers' eyes for ownership largely 
disappeared. No status wearing one now. 

Passing Fancies 

So what comes to the fore? Analog 
watches with electronic quartz -controlled 
circuits. Digital watches are now 
relegated to the back burner of ones with 
chips that do a zillion things, like tinkle 
tunes, feature games on its face, double as 

calculators, and other "high- tech" in- 
novations incorporated into them. They 
still sell in fair numbers, but they're day 
has evidently passed. 

The Visicalc spreadsheet program that 
spurred sales of personal computers (es- 

pecially Apple I1's) is only a memory 
now. So are video games for most of us. 

And so are Beta VCRs, though Sony 
won't admit it. They can't embrace VHS, 
its more successful competitor, but the 

company has jumped past it to 8 -mm 
camcorders, which promise to be the next 
winner in the video cassette field. And 
who's rushing out to buy one of those 
marvelous audio turntables with dynam- 
ically balanced tone arms that can track 
an LP record when the machine is turned 
upside down? (or any turntable, for that 
matter, now that CD players are here) 

Among the latest marvels to reach my 
desk, literally, is a new telephone system, 
AT &T's "Merlin." It's neat, moderately 
priced, and has some very nice standard 

IIILETTERSIII 
Switching Subscriptions 

I have been notified by PC magazine 
that Computers & Electronics is no longer 
published and they have arranged to take 
over the balance of my subscription. PC 
magazine is not what I want; Modern 
Electronics is! My subscription had 29 is- 

sues to run. 
Can you apply the balance due from 

Computers & Electronics to Modern 
Electronics? 

Robert M. Strong 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Sorry, can't do. Too many issues to go, 
with attendant high costs. You can cancel 
PC and subscribe to Modern Electronics 
with the refund, however, and have hacks 
left over. -Ed 

Schematics /Parts List Difference 
"Discover the Hidden World of FM 

Broadcastings" (Modern Electronics 

Dec. 1985) has part- schematic differ- 
ences. Part C10 of the schematic calls for 
a .1µf, but the parts list shows a .0047 µf; 
R7 on the schematic shows a 470K resis- 

tor, but the parts list calls for 100,000 
ohms. Which are correct? I wish to build 
the unit. 

Fred Nazar K4HCL 
Clearwater, FL 

Correct values are: CIO= O. I µF, R7= 
lOOK. -Ed. 

B.I.C. /Garrard Parts 
I have been hearing about inquiries 

from owners of B.I.C. turntables, as well 
as other B.I.C. audio equipment going 
back as far as the Garrard days, who say 

that they are having a difficult time lo- 
cating service and parts, and heard that 
B.I.C. has gone out of business. South 
Street Service Company, 202 South St., 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771, has taken over all 

features for the money (conference call, 
transfer call, message, an intercom, trav- 
eling red indicator that latches onto an ex- 
tension line with a yellow -green indicator 
when the call is for you). But its mouth- 
piece transducer is not very sensitive so 

the user has to practically kiss it in order 
for the other party to hear you well. And 
you better not punch the keypads too fast 
because it can't keep up with normal fast 
keypad dialing. Oh well, what does 
AT &T know about phones anyway. 

Can you guess which products will 
soon face a similar fate, overtaken by a 

new evolution? How about 8 -bit com- 
puters? Or I6 -bit computers, for that 
matter. How long will computerized 
voices spew out guidance to automobile 
drivers? These devices just started enter- 
ing cars, but driving a friend's, it soon 
began to irritate me. My family tired of 
talking clocks and calculators long ago, 
as an example. How about you and 
yours? 

of the service and parts for B.I.C. equip- 
ment. The owner, Adam Ruthkowski 
(former national service manager at 
B.I.C.) says that virtually all parts are still 
available through his company. In fact, 
they have re- manufactured many parts 
that previously were not available, such 
as grilles for speakers, turntable motors, 
head shells, etc. 

Arthur M. Gasman 
Port Washington, NY 

Don, Where Are You? 
I just received my December 1985 issue. 

Where is Don Lancaster's column 
[ "Hardware Hacker "]? I hope, I pray, 
that Don will be back next month. 

Alan P. Wilson 
Salem, IL 

Don missed his print deadline, unfor- 
tunately. He's back in January issue. 

-Ed. 
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