
LETTERS 
Address your comments to: Letters, Radio-Electronics, 

200 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10003 

DATABASE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS 

I have just finished reading the June 1982 
issue of Radio-Electronics. Your article on 
database management systems was an in­
teresting summary of available products and 
vendors, but I should like to correct a few 
oversights. 

First, Compco has had to move to a larger 
facility. I don't believe that the post office is 
forwarding our mail any longer (it's been a 
year), so I would appreciate having this letter 
published with our correct address. It is: 

Compco, 7110 W. Fond Du Lac Avenue, 
Milwaukee, Wl53218. We can be reached by 
telephone through calling (414) 438-0610 or 
(414) 438-8611. 

Secondly, Compco carries a wide variety of 
database management packages, for many 
different computers. Apple, Altos, and DEC 
are the principle lines. CP/M, MP/M, Apple 

DOS 3.3, Apple CP/M, and RT-11 are the 
principal operating systems that our products 
run under. We also carry a variety of word 
processing, scientific, and entertainment 
software and hardware. 
THOMAS M. PETERS, 
Compco, Sales Manager 

OPENING THE DOOR 
What a wonderful "opening of the door" to 

the world of electronics the simple building 
blocks described in "Hobby Corner," in 
Radio-Electronics, June 1982 provide! 

The beginner is generally confronted with 
completely enclosed "black boxes" that defy 
understanding. First encounters are most im­
portant; and since most learning is through 
the eyes, the inner working parts should be 
exposed by removing all covers. 

Touching is another great avenue for learn­
ing. (Beginners will soon be adjusting battery 

clips and switch tensions on their own.) 
As learning progresses , open-type 

potentiometers and transformers with visible 
windings may be added. Also, the name of 
each component may be lettered simply on 
each block, along with its schematic symbol. 

You cannot imagine how fast your young­
ster can learn, or how importantly those be­
ginning blocks can shape his or her life' 
GENE BRIZENDINE, W4ATE, 
Huntsville, AL 

DIGITAL THERMOMETER 

This is an addition to the digital ther­
mometer article by Michael Ribgy that ap­
peared in the February 1982 issue of Radio­
Electronics. I have used this circuit on my 
MA 1026 clock module to vary the brightness 
of the LED display automatically with 
changes in the room light. The circuit uses 
only three components, all of which are readi-



ly available, and I have had it in service for 
over a year. 

FIG. 1 

Figure 1 tells the story. As the room light 
goes down, the resistance of LDR1 (Radio­
Shack No. 276-116) increases. At a given 
point, determined by the value of R1, 01 
begins to conduct. That lowers the voltage on 
pin 4, and dims the display. Use any low­
leakage transistor for 01, with a gain (h1e) of 
100 or more. Select the value of R1 to get the 
desired dimming action, and remember that 
raising the value of R1 will slow the dimming 
action. 
HERBERT DEAN, 
Orono, ME 

NIKOLA TESLA;S 
CONTRIBUtiONS 

In your comment on Vince Marasco's letter 
about Nikola Tesla (" Letters ," Radio­
Electronics, June 1982) you pointed out that 

Mr. Marasco had failed to list any of the princi­
ples relating to everyday things that nearly all 
of us now take for granted that Tesla dis­
covered. 

The list is impressive: First, there is the AC 
motor. It is doubtful that there are any motor­
driven devices in the home that do not use an 
AC. motor, rather than the older DC units. Air 
conditioners, refrigerators, fans-all are built 
on Tesla's principle that he developed for 
Westinghouse. 

Add to that his discovery in 1890 of apply­
ing high-frequency electricity to the body for 
deep heat treatment. Diathermy, in other 
words. 

Then there is the Tesla coil-an air core 
transformer with resonating primary and 
secondary coils. Such units are used to test 
the effects of high-frequency electricity on 
switches and regulating circuits in the utility 
industry. 

Marconi's patents on radio were upset by 
the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled that 
they were an infringement on another's 
idea-Tesla. Robots, radar, and radio­
controlled ships for military use, as well as the 
basic idea for a plane with vertical take-off 
and landing capabilities give you some 
idea-though really far from adequate-of 
the scope of that man's creative genius. 

To anyone interested in Nikola Tesla, I rec­
ommend Margaret Cheney's book, an ex­
cellent biography titled, Tesla, Man Out of 
Time. In spite of one or two technical faults, it 
is worth reading; you will understand why 
there are so many who rate Edison second to 
Tesla, without denying the worth of Edison's 
contributions. 
GEORGE deLUCENAY LEON, 
New York, NY 

SPEAKING OUT 
I can keep silent no longer! 
I'm an electronics buff, and have been re­

ceiving Radio-Electronics for about a year. 1 

am also currently subscribing to a number of 
other somewhat similar magazines, but have 
decided that the ony ones to which I shall 
renew my subscription are Radio­
Electronics and The Audio Amateur. 

I consider Radio-Electronics to be by far 
the best electronics magazine on the market 
at the present time, and look forward to re­
ceiving it each month. I cannot recommend it 
too highly! 

To date, I have built eight of the construc­
tion projects that you have published. They 
were easy to complete, and all function as 
intended. I would like to compl iment you on 
the clarity and completeness of your pro­
jects-such that one does not need a high 
degree of electronics theory or expertise to 
build them, nor run into difficulty because of 
exotic or highly expensive components. I also 
applaud the fact that, to date, you have re­
sisted the temptation to make Radio­
Electronics into a computer magazine; there 
are a plethora of those available. Please con­
tinue your emphasis on construction electro­
nics with a broad-base appeal. 
PAUL T. KELLY, 
Fort Wayne, IN 

POCKET CALIBRATOR 
Gary McClellan 's statement that the 

LM723N voltage regulator has more stable 
temperature characteristics than the 
LM723C ("Pocket Calibrator for Volts and 
Ohms," Radio-Electronics, June 1982) is 




