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What's in a Name? 
I just spent half the afternoon looking 

over the several newsstands in my neigh- 
borhood for my favorite magazine, Spe- 
cial Projects. When I couldn't find it any- 
where, I settled for a copy of Hands -On 
Electronics only to find that it was my old 
friend. That convinced me, so enclosed 
please find my order for a subscription, 
and keep up the good work. 
F.M., Danbury, CT 

We keep telling you and telling you! 
Subscription is the only way to go! 

BCB Booster 
Where can I get the plans for a good 

broadcast -band booster? 
H.T., Hutchinson, KA 

Bet you missed our No. 10 issue of 
Special Projects in which we ran a 

broadcast -hand booster project that may 
be the hotest item in that issue. You can 
get a copy by requesting the issue and 
including a check to cover the cost of the 
issue ($3.00) and postage -handling 
($ /.00). 

Replacement Guide 
Why can't the makers of semiconduc- 

tors use one -tenth the number of items 
they now stock, and eliminate duplication 
between each other, and themselves? 
D.D., Winnemucca, NV 

Because they can't! However, there are 
several good semiconductor replacement 
guides on the market, and the one / saw 
just yesterday was published by Philips - 
ECG. To get your copy, call 
i -800- 225 -6107 and you'll obtain the ad- 
dress of the nearest ECG distributor. Visit 
him and purchase your copy of the guide. 

Position Counts 
I'd like to take issue with the Quick 

Code Practice Oscillator article on page 
43 of the last issue. The top photograph 
shows the telegraph key mounted on top 
of the cabinet. That is not a "natural" 
position for a key, as it is raised off the 
tabletop. The key should have been placed 
in front of the box, and at table level, so 
the operator could learn to use proper 
wrist action while sending. 
P.R., San Mateo, CA 

Correct! But the key isn't "mounted" 
on top of the cabinet. It was simply placed 
there to make a more -compact pho- 
tograph. Us editor -types have to think in 
terms of space conservation! (Believe that 
one, and I'll slip you another line!) 

Unscrambling 
I have read about video scrambling, but 

much of the material was disjointed, that 
is, picked up from several magazines and 
books. Where can I get one good publica- 
tion on video scrambling techniques? 
B.M., Waco, TX 

The title of the book you are seeking is 

Video Scrambling Techniques! You can 
get your copy for only $12.95 plus $1.50 
for first -class postage and handling from 
Randon Access, Box 41770 -R, Phoenix, 
AZ 85080. 

Letter from Heaven 
I don't expect you to publish this letter, 

but I had to pay you a compliment. Your 
last issue of Hands -On Electronics was a 

real winner. It was an excellent mix of 
articles with something for everybody, 
and I'm certain that it isn't an easy job to 
try to second -guess readers' wants and 
needs. You guys do a great job, and I 

wanted you to know how satisfied I was. 
R.D., Durango, CO 

Are you kidding? The boss reads this 
column too! Best way to see your letter in 
print is to pay us a compliment! 

Sharpen Pencil 
I have been reading all sorts of elec- 

tronic magazines for many, many years, 
and would like to know how to go about 
writing an article for a magazine like 
Hands -On Electronics'? Any tips? 
S.T., Brooklyn, MD 

We could fill books with writing tips. 
The best bet, if you've got a pet project 
that is really unusual and unique, with 
lots of appeal, is simply to write it up. Type 

it double spaced, lots of margin, provide 
good, clear diagrams and top -notch 
b lack- and -white photos (with the nega- 
tives, please). If we agree with your ap- 
praisal of your own work, we'll print it 
and you'll not only see your name in print, 
you'll get paid for it. But be warned.! Most 
of our staff editors started that way. 

Sudden Heat 
I noticed something interesting that I 

thought I ought to report on. I built the 
Auto -Temp (Page 84- Hands -On Elec- 
tronics) and was performing the assembly 
last steps, encapsulating the ends of the 

temperature -sensing probes in eopxy. 
While waiting for the epoxy to set, I tenta- 
tively turned on the unit, and noticed a 

marked increase in the temperature read- 
ings for both inside and outside. They 
continued to rise and then, after stabiliz- 
ing, settled back to normal readings. How 
do you account for that phenomenon? 
R.T., Kalispell, MT 

Your experience was actually quite nor- 
mal. Epoxy is an exothermic, in that it 
gives off heat as it sets. The probes were 
merely recording the increase in heat. 

ELECTRONIC KITS 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

(Formerly PPG Electronics) 

EKI iVi*I0 " 

MICRO -MENTOR TM 

Budd your n M C.op,ousae, System *NW IN mng .bout t 

west technology with the New EKI MIC,op,OCNlo, COWS Wdn 
1mI up.lo4ale course you will 

C 

ompl.11y buud. step-bystep a 

uNlul MCrOOOCe,sM System Tma ,yalem °Ne 1 e BOBS 

C,op,ouO, cmp and the 81551upporl CII'o You will IN,n now 

ompulra was and how to prosper,. 0ou, system won 
You rut also be *Ole to nterle you, system 

Kh th 
ec 

e EKI Speech Synthesite. In8H1.0. Board. enebhng You' 

vote., to 1.m to you 

COMPLETE COURSE WITH MICROPROCESSOR SYSTEM KIT 

only 

SIPS 95 

Speech Synlheel,er KR 

N9 95 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE TO EDUCATORS 

Sbá00q- 
1 -lá 

empe 

10 IN! 
1911 

E 

00 
!rill 

0 00 

OVER 50 KITS AVAILABLE 

KIT #' 
.), P.. D. M, 8.101 Um Orp 
Sr Sqwv Na?. M' T 131x1- 
N Sew w Co. Ir 11.11 S1N Sa 
m. Mwl D.E. MO Mow Mrs 

Carom Laryaw. [How 015 Ur nse IN 
106 I.SI« Awe 156 R ee IS 
SOS DNS_ Mr. rl NOW NNW* 
SA LEO NEYW.P.wwwms MO $44 VS ll,l,r1 ee.s. S*My 
Itt pees. O«.w OAK NO M SaeM PelFIM O,/ 
H] Sm. D.«an« b' se-r Mer. Sews cool,* 
Itc Ural Ire woo Dial Soo Mew.. 
616 III..NS d. NNW ova 
Itl Fe CAP - 11.9. ,.., 
e10 Wow. UMh Sit Oww twat 
4, LawM_ Tn. n_w P!0 
122 Or Par. Cry 0.9.' w II MI I one A.a. Iw he. 3.41004 

/r. AeM+s. We. 
126 ND S. 

V. Sir Annnr CO. O,yn 14.,.w 
III hoot see. Iupp, Ass. AEI ,.woo 
130 Nem.ew P. I.0«, lwenes t woo 
w Cie 0.5en S lleene 

w 
IIrPMI_ Emma t 

616 3.b.w soe.w. Coo. 0.9., . ton... os. le.wt 
5C Yen. Su., 15,1 -+ h...« 1en'0..« Owrw« 

FREE 
CATALOG OF ALL KITS 

Available nationwide at your local 
electronics store. 

(Or send $1 00 shipping 8 handling 
to address below 1 

EKI ELECTRONIC KITS 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

791 RED ROCK ROAD 
ST GEORGE. UTAH 84770 

Call TOLL FREE 
1- 800 -453 -1708 

For store nearest you. 
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