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DOT'S WHAT'S MISSING
Who wo uld believe it? You know

th ose little dot s o n o ur sche matics
th at indicate wh ether or not th ere
is a co nnection between two inter­
secting line s? Well , it se ems that
one of th ose dots decid ed to pack
it in early, leavin g Fi g. 1 of th e Al­
ph a/Meditation Goggle story (Ra­
dio-Elect ronics, April 1989) with a
defi nite dot deficien cy.

The missin g dot belongs at th e
intersect ion of R3, C2, and pin s 2
and 6 of 10. We have reprinted a
po rtion of th e o riginal sch ematic,
along with th e co rrect io n, in Fi g. 1
above .- Editor R-E

that versatile machine in future is­
sues of Radio-Electronics.
PETER BARNES
Winch ester, MA

num be r 52029-10, not 50029-10.
As fo r t he t u rns, the pr im ary
sho uld be 14 turns ce nte r-tappe d,
12-gauge w ire ; the ba se drive
sho uld be 6 turn s, ce nte r-tapped ,
16-gau ge wire ; and the sec o ndary
sho uld be 38 t urns, ce nte r-ta pped,
14-gau ge wire .

Wh en makin g a ce nte r-ta ppe d
wi n d ing, it is b e st to use two
eq ua l-length pieces of wire , each
w rappe d half the number of total
tu rns, and twisted to gether at th e
ce nte r tap. That not only makes it
eas ie r to mak e the windings, but it
also makes fo r a well-balanced
tran sformer. Sorry we couldn't tell
yo u in th e first place.-Editor

ATARI FAN
I want to express my grat itude to

you for pub lishi ng the sto ry o n the
Atari ST i n Fe bru a r y ' s
ComputerDigest sectio n. As a 520
STowne r, I have never unde rstood
why th at powerfu l, fas t, and inex­
pensive computer has n't becom e
the home computer of cho ice in
the Un ited States (as it seemingly
has in Europe). Indeed , it can em u­
late the Macintosh (at full speed
and with im p rove d graphics) or
the PC, but it has so many features
of its own that it is nice r to use in
and of itself. Add itionally, software
for the ST is plentifu l and ge nerally
le ss expensive.

I hope to see mo re cove rage of

for med. I had to build a gate, o per­
ated by a solenoid, to keep them
in .

It works, but I'm st ill not sat is­
fied with it . 1 learn ed the hard way
that you have to be ve ry exact in
timing th e robotic arm. O ne day I
woke up to find that t he t rans mit­
ter unit had e nergized while the
tip of o ne of the robot's finge rs was
sti ll in it. Natura lly, t he ro bot
picked up the finge rtip from o ne
of the receivers and stuck it back
into the tra nsm itter, so I ended up
w ith a pil e of fingerti ps and no
quarte rs.

Has anyo ne co me up w it h a
patch to get those units to run o n
the GS?
GARETH TUCKE R
Deep River, CT

TORO IDAL TROUBLE
Fo r those of you w ho built the

high-power audio amplifier (Ra­
dio-Electronics, March 1989), yo u
may have had some t rouble get­
ting the 12-volt DC power sup ply
wo rking if you tr ied to win d the
to roida l t ran sfo rmer yo urse lf. O n
page 53 the article stated that the
tu rns ratio between the secondary
and the primary was 5-to -1 . It also
stated on page 55 that the second­
ary was 19 t ur ns ce nte r-tapped,
and that the prima ry was 14 turns
cente r-ta pped. That, as yo u ca n
see, is not a 5-to -1 rat io .

As it t u rns o ut, t he spec ifica­
t io ns g ive n for the t ransfo rmer
were mo st ly inco rrect. To sta rt
wit h, the co re s hou ld be pa rt

Write for our fr ee catalog (see ad ­
d ress below) or telephone us at
(213) 493-4421 (n o co llect ca lls)
a nd ask for our "degree catalog."

COLLEGE DEGREE
in your Technical

HOME
STUDY

Add presti ge a nd ea rning power to
yo ur technical career by earning
yo ur Associa te o r Bachelor degree
th rough d irected home study.

Grantham College of Engineering
awards a ccred ited degrees in

electronics and computers.

A n im porta nt part of being pre­
pared to m ove up is holding the
right college degree, a nd the a bso­
lutely necessa ry part is kn owing
yo ur field . Grantham ca n help yo u
both ways-to lea rn more a nd to
ea rn yo ur degree in the process .

Grantham offers two degree pro­
grams-one wit h maj or emphasis
in electronics, the ot her wit h major
emphasis in computers. Associate
a nd bachelor degrees are awarded
in each program, a nd both pro­
grams are availa ble co mplete ly
by corresp ondence.

No commuting to class. Study at
yo ur own pace, while co ntinuing
on yo ur present job. Learn from
easy-to -unde rstand lessons, with
help fro m yo ur G ra ntham instruc­
tors whe n yo u need it.
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