
p 

Part Source 

"Upgrading a Radio Shack `Bare 
Bones' Color Computer" in the Septem- 
ber 1986 issue was very good. I've done 
all the upgrades mentioned in the article 
except for installation of the retrofit vid- 

eo monitor adapter. The author used a 

Universal Video Plus but failed to give an 
address for the company. Could you 
please help me? 

Michael Rowley 
Sunland, CA 

Interested readers can contact Comput- 
er Ware, Box 668, Encinitas, CA 92024 
and request its latest catalog, which lists 
several different adapters from which to 
choose. -Ed. 

Project Modifications 

Eager to build the "Stand -Alone 
EPROM Programmer" that appeared in 

the February and March 1987 issues of 
Modern Electronics, I decided to pur- 
chase the boards from the supplier given 
in the Parts List. These are professional- 

quality boards, with plated- through 
holes. The problem is that the recom- 
mended 3M ZIF sockets won't fit. Is 

there a remedy? 
I noted also that the part number given 

for the hex thumbwheel switches (51 and 
S2) appears to be incorrect. It is actually 
the number for a decimal thumbswitch. 

R. Frederickson 
Denver, CO 

We've been informed by the board 
supplier that the problem is the result of 
solder plating that slightly fills the holes 
in the board. To remedy it, simply push 
the tip of a scribing tool or awl into each 
hole from both sides of the board to 
"open" them slightly. Work gently but 

firmly. The slightly enlarged holes will 

still give a tight fit, but if you push force- 
fully but carefully, you will be able to 
seat the sockets. Incidentally, you are ad- 
vised to use only the 3M ZIF sockets re- 
commended in the Parts List. 

You're correct about the numbering 
for the thumbwheel switches. The correct 
Unimax number is SF -54 for the normal- 

ly open BCD switch required. The end- 
plate number is SR- EP. -Ed. 

In the Fig. 2 schematic of the "Inex- 
pensive Wireless Headphones" (Feb. 
1987) no polarity marking is given for C7 

and C8, though the Parts List calls for 
electrolytic capacitors? Is this an error? 
If not, where can I buy the electrolytic ca- 

pacitors called for in the Parts List? 
S. Szwec 

Bronx, NY 

The Parts List is in error; C7 and C8 are 
ordinary disc capacitors -not electroly- 
tics. -Ed. 

Please note that C2 in Fig. 4 of my 
"Audio /Video Distribution Amplifier" 
(Modern Electronics, March 1987) is 

shown connected backwards. 
Jack Cunkelman 

In my article "Introduction to Thy- 
ristors" (April 1987), please transpose 
the on -state and off -state labels for Fig. 

1, Fig. 2, and Fig. 4. 
Dan Becker 

Copy Worldwide Short -wave Radio 
Signals on Your Computer 

Remember the fun of tuning in all those foreign broad- 
cast stations on the short -wave radio? Remember those 
mysterious sounding coded tone signals that baffled 
you? Well, most of those beeps & squeals are really 
digital data transmissions using radioteletype or Morse 
code. The signals are coming in from weather stations, 
news services, ships & ham radio operators all over the 
world. Our short -wave listener cartridge, the "SWL ", 
will bring that data from your radio right to the video 
screen. You'll see the actual text as it's being 
sent from those far away transmitters. 

The "SWL" contains the program in ROM 
as well as radio interface circuit to copy 

MICROLOG 
INNOVATORS IN DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 

Morse code and all speeds /shifts of radioteletype. It 
comes with a cable to connect to your radio's speaker/ 
earphone jack, demo cassette, and an excellent manual 
that contains a wealth of information on how to get the 
most out of short -wave digital DXing, even if you're 
brand new at it. 

For about the price of another "Pac- Zapper" game, you 
can tie your Commodore 64 or 128 into the exciting 

world of digital communications with the 
Microlog SWL. $64. Postpaid, U.S. 

MICROLOG CORPORATION, 
20270 Goldenrod Lane 
Germantown, Maryland 20874. 

Telephone: 301 428-3227. 
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