
1111111/LETTERS Iller 

More, More 
I was fascinated by Forrest Mims' April 1989 "Electronics 

Notebook" column that explained the use of computers as Virtu- 
al Test Instruments. The prospect of converting my 80286 -based 
IBM AT- compatible computer into a digital storage oscillosèope 
and other sophisticated test instruments left me giddy and thirst- 
ing for more. 

David E. Hewitt 
Las Vegas, NV 

Keeping It On Hold 
Your "Put Your Telephone On Hold" project in the May 1989 

issue is an exciting idea. I have a problem in that my project won't 
"hold" for longer than 20 seconds or so. Were there any correc- 
tions to the circuit as published, or is there something I can do to 
get this circuit to work properly? 

Doyle Millwee 
Enid, OK 

I suspect that the voltage on the incoming telephone line may be 
sagging too low to maintain enough holding current to the SCR. 
If this is the case, you might try dropping the value of R1 to 1,300 
or 1,200 ohms to bring up the current drive. I wouldn't go lower 
than 1,200 ohms for R1, however. -Andrew E. Van Loenen 

Project Corrections 
While reading through the "Solid -State Digital Barometer" 

presented in the January 1989 issue, I found a few errors. In Fig. 
1, + 5V to pin 2 of the sensor should be + 15V. In Fig. 5, the metal 
tabs on IC4 and IC5 should be on the other sides of both outlines, 
and the "f" and "g" legends at the top of the drawing should be 
transposed. In Fig. 6, the designations on the solder side should 
be "K4" through "K1" left to right, and the "DP" legend should 
go to the pad in the real K2 outline (second from right). 

Ken Hotelling 
Ramona, CA 

In Rebuttal 
I was shocked to read your Editorial on "The Radar Detector 

Battle" in the June 1989 issue. I think if you research your statis- 
tics correlating radar detector ownership with safe driving you'll 
find that the reason most radar detector owners wear seatbelts is 

that they are protecting themselves against their high -speed driv- 
ing habits! If we have a problem with law- enforcement not using 
radar "guns" properly, let's correct that situation. To state that 
radar detectors make driving safer is an irresponsible, childish at- 
titude. If there are offenses relating to the misuse of radio -fre- 
quency devices, let's get the FCC involved. 

Do you realize how many drunk drivers escape early detection 
because they were warned by their radar detectors, only to be 
caught at the scene of the accidents they caused? So, let's stay 
with technical Editorials that benefit the electronics community 
and not ones that benefit a few bad drivers and radar detector 
companies. 

Frank Muratore 
Garden City, NY 

Say You Saw It In Modern Electronics 

This little 
part is 
just the 
beginning... 

10. max 

...of a HUGE assortment of 

quality electronic parts you'll 
find in the MCM Catalog! 

Have you had problems finding the exact part you need? 
Tired of keeping track of which part is coming from which 
supplier -and when it's due to arrive? Then, it's time you 
made the switch to the MCM Electronics Catalog! 

For...Test Equipment Semiconductors Resistors 
Capacitors Chemicals Technical Aids Tools 

Computer Equipment Flybacks Antennas Wire & Cable 

VCR Tools & Parts Phono Parts & Styli Speakers 
Alarm Systems & Components Telephone Accessories 
Microwave Oven Parts Terminals & Connectors Switches 

Batteries Lamps Fuses and lots more...For com- 
petitive prices and the friendliest service in the industry; the 

MCM Electronics Catalog is your best choice! 

For Your FREE 

ONE -YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 
to the MCM 
Electronics Catalog... 

CALL TOLL -FREE 
1- 800 -543 -4330 

...or write... 

MCM ELECTRONICS 
650 CONGRESS PARK DR. 
CENTERVILLE, OH 45459 -4072 

A PREMIER Company 
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