6 Crystal checker

Most hams, and many ex
perimenters, have a small box filled
with assurted erystals, some good,
some bad. One way of checking the
crystals is to use wem., But, if the
orcuit dovsn't work, you can't be
sure if the crystal is dead, or just
incompati ith your electronics,
What you mvd s auiversal clecker,

The circuit is not mone than 2
simple Pierce wscillator with an LED
goeno go display. One big advan
Lage to the Perce circuit is that il
requircs a good crystal 1o work,
Marginal erystals won't do i

The ME checker works best with
crystals having fundamental fre-
quencics in The seven to eight
wegtherts range. Since the vast
majonty of eryslals used by hams
have fundamentals in this general
range, the chevker should cover
must erystals in your junk box.
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Construction is simple, and parts
fayout is mot critical. You may want
to paraflel different crvstal sockets
to accommodate the different pin
size and spaci you have on
hand. The twao NIPN transistors in
the dagram are 2NIHKs, bul any
small signal NPW will work



