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LETTERS 
(from page 7) 

nections into the circuit. Also, place near 

the input terminals that connect the Tele- 

phone line to RI and R2 with "+ " and 

" " signs, respectively.-Ed. 
While devouring the October 1988 is- 

sue of Modern Electronics, I noticed an 

apparent error in Figures 4 and 5 of the 
"Troubleshooting With a dc Voltmeter" 
article, as well as in the accompanying 
description on page 20. I fail to see how a 

reverse bias on the base -emitter junction 
of a transistor can result in proper circuit 
operation. Shouldn't V, be 16 and 

30 volts in Figures 4 and 5, respective- 
ly, to provide forward bias since the 
bases of the transistors are grounded? If 
the foregoing is true, the text in the first 

paragraph under Emitter -Bias Circuit 
should read "...VE is 0.67 volt below 

ground." 
Joe Thorn, Jr. 

San Francisco, CA 
You're correct about the Vet, potentials 
being negative voltages. -Ed. 

NEW (from page 17) 

SMD Repair Station 
Utilizing a conductive- heating tweez- 

er with a wide selection of tip styles, 
Pace's (Laurel, MD) new Model PR- 
10 surface -mounted -device (SMD) 
repair station provides a power sup- 

ply with high- duty -cycle temperature 
controller. Any desired temperature 
can be simply dialed in by the user, 

and a convenient foot -pedal is 

to instantaneously pulse -heat 
tweezer tips. 

This new station's tweezer hand - 
pieces are designed to stay cool in op- 
eration. Adding to user comfort is 

the slim diameter of the handpiece 
assembly. The tweezer handles are 
made from anti -static materials to 

eliminate the possibility of static 
damage to sensitive components. 

said 
the 
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Lab Design Kit 

Designers who need a wide assort- 
ment of trimmer resistors will appre- 
ciate the Trim BinTM Lab Design Kit 

from Bourns Trimpot. The Kit con- 
tains 124 trimmers that represent 50 

resistance ranges and pin styles. Both 

single- and multi -turn trimmers are 
included. Also included are two trim- 
mer adjustment tools and product lit- 
erature. 

Surface -mount trimmers in the Kit 

include 0.25- inch -square sealed cer- 
met Model 3269 multi -turn devices 

that feature high- temperature body 
material suitable for reflow solder- 
ing. These can be supplied in plastic 
tubes for insertion with automatic as- 

sembly equipment. Several devices in 

the Trim Bin are available for tape - 
and -reel packaging. $113. 
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Mini Function Generator 

Sibex's (Safety Harbor, FL) new 

Model FG -1 hand -held, battery - 
powered function generator is small 
enough to be carried in a shirt poc- 
ket. It provides sine, square and tri- 

MrI 

FUNCTION 

GENERATOR 

angular waveforms at a continuously 
variable frequency of from 1 Hz to 1 

MHz in six switch -selectable fre- 
quency ranges. The output is TTL 
compatible. Three rotary controls 
permit selection of the output wave- 

form, frequency range and varying 
of the frequency in the selected 
range. Power is applied and removed 
with a separate miniature toggle 
switch. The generator uses a stan- 
dard 9 -volt battery. $96.95. 
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