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the 40 pins (see also the help menu of the software for the new
sound card). The 40-pin connector has two inputs, one of
which can be selected using JP1. Apparently, only the first of
these inputs is supported in the SB Live!Ware 3.0 software.

With regard to the four outputs, output 0 provides the S/PDIF
signal for normal two-channel information. The other outputs
also provide signals when (for example) AC3-encoded DVDs
(5.1-channel Dolby Digital) are played back, if this is supported
by the hardware/software player. In this case, output 1 pro-
vides a non-decoded data stream. As an extra feature, the I2S
inputs can also be connected through to the ten-pin connec-
tor K3, but it appears that this is not supported by Live!Ware 3.0
for the 1024 card. JP2 can be used to select which of the three
data inputs is connected to K3, but we have not been able to
determine what if any benefit this may provide.
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COMPONENTS LIST

Miscellaneous:
JP1 = 3-way SIL header with

jumper

JP2 = 2x3- way SIL header with
jumper

K1 = 40-pin boxheader
K2 = 14- pin boxheader
K3 = 10- pin boxheader

A. Grace
This circuit is based on a standard LT1074CT switching regu-
lator IC. For sure, Application Note AN35 published by Linear
Technology describes the design far more elegantly than the
author could in this short article. Interested readers are there-
fore strongly advised to get a copy of AN35.

The schematic shows the LT1074CT used as a positive
step-down or ‘buck’ converter. The ‘switcher’ is used to con-
vert a +12-volt car battery voltage down to +3 volts for use
with the personal hi-fi’s and handheld games for the author’s
two boisterous children on long car journeys. Note at under
ten years of age, children will rarely be hi-fi aficionado’s and
are generally not concerned with any noise generated by the
‘switcher ‘circuit.

The circuit is connected to the car +12-V system via the
cigarette lighter socket — is advisable to use a fused version
of the cigarette lighter plug. The +12-V arrives on the board
via screw- terminal block J2. Diode D2 provides a reverse volt-
age protection, while C3 decouples the input to the switcher IC.
The LT1074CT briskly switches the supply voltage on and off
in response to the signal applied to its F/B input, to the extent
that the average output voltage is at the required level. The
values of potential divider resistors R1-R3 have been chosen
to attenuate the output voltage so that there is 2.5 V at the F/B
pin. The difference between the attenuated output voltage and
the internal 2.5-V reference is used to control the modulation

effect of the switcher. Components R2 and C2 provide fre-
quency stabilisation for the feedback loop. Inductor L1 along
with the LT1074CT form the main switching components,
while C1 provides decoupling for the output load. The 3-V out-
put voltage is taken from screw terminal J1.

With this circuit built, boxed up and installed in your car,
you can look forward to possibly your first ‘quiet’ long car
journey.
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G. Kleine
The sound generator shown here uses its built-in loudspeaker
as a microphone when it is in the standby state. As soon as it
detects a noise that exceeds an adjustable threshold level,  it
becomes active. This small, clever circuit can be used as an
alarm generator that reacts to noises. You can also use it to
help you locate an object in response to a loud sound, such as
clapping your hands or whistling loudly.
The gate at the bottom of the schematic diagram acts as a lin-
ear low-frequency amplifier, due to the negative feedback
resistor R3. It receives its input signal from loudspeaker LS1,
which acts as a microphone when T1 is cut off. The amplified

output signal from this gate passes via C1 to a second 4011
gate, which triggers a monostable formed by the two gates
located before and after C5 and R5. The DC threshold level is
applied to pin 2 of IC1 via R2. This DC voltage is superim-
posed on the signal from C1. Retriggering of the monostable
is prevented by the combination of R4, C4 and the first gate,
in addition to which the sound generator (IC2) prevents the
loudspeaker from acting as a microphone once it has been
activated. 
A High output signal from pin 4 of the monostable enables a
pair of astable multivibrators in IC2. The first of these is a low-
frequency generator, which modulates the audio-frequency
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tone produced by the second
multivibrator. The result is a
‘siren’ sound. Finally, T1 is
driven via R8 to push the loud-
speaker quite hard. The loud-
speaker current is limited a lit-
tle bit by R9.
The duration of the alarm sig-
nal is determined by the
monostable time constant of
R5 and C5. A Low level on pin
4 of IC1 blocks the sound gen-
erator. After the time delay
determined by R4 and C4 has
expired, the loudspeaker once
again acts as a microphone.
The circuit can be powered by
a 5 V to 9 V battery.
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Using an inkjet printer and self- adhesive foil
W. Foede

It is fairly easy to produce professionally looking, permanent
front panel foils (‘decals’) for use on electronic equipment if
you have a PC available along with an inkjet printer (Hewlett-
Packard DeskJet or similar). Plus, of course, matt transparent
sheet of the self-adhesive type as used, for instance, to pro-
tect book covers. This type of foil may be found in stationery
shops or even the odd building market. One foil brand the
author has used successfully goes by the name of Foglia Trans-
parent. The production sequence is basically as follows:

1. The decal is designed at
true size (1:1 or 100%) with a
graphics program or a word
processor, and then printed in
black and white on a sheet of
white paper (do not use the
colour ink cartridge). Allow
the ink to dry. Cut the foil as
required, then pull the adhe-
sive sheet from the paper car-
rier sheet. Keep the carrier
paper handy, it will be used in
the next phase.

2. Once the ink has dried, the
transparent foil is placed on

top of the decal. The foil is lightly pressed and then slowly
pulled off the paper again (see photograph). Because the adhe-
sive absorbs the ink to a certain extent, the mirror image of
the decal artwork is transferred to the adhesive side of the foil.

3. For further processing, first secure the foil on the carrier
paper again. Next, cut the decal to the exact size as required by
the equipment front panel. Finally, pull off the carrier sheet
again and apply the transparent foil on to the metal or plastic
surface.
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