¢ The great thing about driving a car in
the winter is that it’s so convenient.
Compare what it’s like, being inside a
car in December, with what it was like a
hundred years ago, being inside a
horse. This was much less comfortable
and couldn’t have been good for the an-
imal. Another convenient thing about
winter driving: if you have an attached
garage, you can start your car, leave the
garage door down, and kill yourself and
your entire family. That is, you can
achieve the same results as you'd get
from a gigantic flaming wreck on the
highway without the bother of leaving
vour house. But the most convenient
thing about driving a car in the winter is
that you often can’t. This is a perfect ex-
cuse for staying home and not going to
work, and what could be more conve-
nient than that?

If you have to drive dunng the winter
months, it’s important to own the right
car. Jeeps, Eagles, Blazers, and Subarus
won’t do, When your brand of automo-
bile is shown delivering Sherpa food to

Sir Edmund Hillary during every NFL

timeout, it won’t be convincing to tell
your boss that you can’t get out of the
driveway. Buy something with no
ground clearance instead, like a Cor-
vette or a Ferrari. Probably the best
I-can’t-get-there winter-driving car evér
1s the old Austin-Healey with the origi-
nal exhaust system in place. You can get
hung up driving one of those across
your front yard in August, if you haven’t
mowed the lawn in a week.

Be sure to get a car that has no trac-
tion, either—something big, with rear-
wheel drive and all the weight in the
front. Don’t get a rear-engined car or a
front-wheel-drive car. A car with good
traction will go fast on ice-covered

roads, and it’s obviously dangerous to
go fast on roads like that. Also, if you

have poor traction, you might go off the
road and wind up in a soft snowbank; if
you have good traction, you might make
it to work and wind up in a hard job.

Winnebago motorhomes are huge and
have all the weight in the front. Get one
of those, and when you get stuck in a
snowbank, youll have a bathroom and a
kitchen and it will be almost like staying
home in the first place.

But if you really have to get to work in
the winter, make sure your vehicle is
properly prepared. Don’t worry about
maintenance, though. Cars are like veg-
etables: they’ll keep indefinitely at freez-
Ing temperatures. Especially don’t go
hosing out your wheel wells because of
road salt. Salt causes rust. Water causes
rust. So you can imagine what the salt-
water you're making with that hose will
cause. You do, however, have to make a
decision: whether to use your regular
tires, which have hardly any tread, or
whether to use your snow tires, which
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also have hardly any tread because you
were driving around on them all sum-
mer. A lot of people are going for the
new all-weather tires because you can
let them get bald without feeling guiley
about not changing them every spring
and fall.

Of course, the best chonce would be
studded snow tires, but the tow-truck
and ambulance lobbies have made them
illegal in many states. The next-best
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thing to studded snow tires is tire

chains, except it’s impossible to attach
tire chains unless you are physically able
to lift your car and you have prehensile
feet to put the chains on while you're
holding the car aloft. The only other
way to attach tire chains is to drive your
car up on a stump so that all four wheels
are off the ground. Then wait for a gla-
cier to come along and knock the car
off. If you can’t get the chains on and
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are forbidden by law to have studded
snow tires, you can use four cement
blocks to improve winter driving. Put
your car up on the blocks and fly some-
place where the weather is warm. You
can rent another car when you land.
One other possibility is Lo turn your
car mto a snowmobile by tying a pair of
cross-country skis to the front uwres,
This has not actually been tried yet, but
it sounds interesting. The skis will prob-
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ably go around a couple of times inside
the wheel wells and make a terrific rack-
et, but once you get moving, your car
should behave just like a snowmobile.
Which is to say, it will get stuck in a
snowbank.

Preparation, of course, is only part of
the winter automobile problem. Getting
a car started when it’s ten below can be
even more difficult than getting it off
the stump after you've put the chains

on. Some people leave a light on all
night in the garage on the theory that it
will generate just enough heat to keep
the crankcase oil from congealing. This
does not work. During a bad cold snap
last winter, I left my headlights on all
night in the garage and the car wouldn’t
start for shit the next morning.. It is
true, however, that congealed crankcase
oil makes a car hard to start, so use a
lighter-wetght oil in the winter. John-
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Use a lighter-weight oil in the winter.
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son’s Baby Oil, for instance. Rub this all
over somebody cute, stay home, and
forget about starting the car.

Turning the engine over frequently
works, too. When the weather gets ex-
tremely cold, you should gét up in the
middle of the mght and start your car.
Keep it running long enough to get to
the airport, and fly somepldce where the
weather is warm.

Proper use of antifreeze can also
help. Alcohol is effective as an anu-
freeze. Gin has alcohol in it. So does
vermouth. Mix eight parts gin to one
part vermouth, call your boss, and say
you can’t get out of the driveway.

You really shouldn't get out of the

forget this rule. Learn the Bob
Bondurant technique for skidding m-
stead. Bob's technique is to fly some-
place where the weather is warm, start a
driving school, and get other people to
pay to learn how it’s done. (He tells
them to steer into a skid.)

You don’t actually have to go to the
Bondurant school. You can teach your-
self many of the rechniques of winter
driving. Just cut the brake lines on your
car, remove the tie rods, put ice down
the front of your pants, and accelerate
full speed into a crowded shopping-cen-
ter parking lot. This will exactly simu-

Jump-starting A
your car '
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is essential.

 The proper use of antifreeze "

driveway, either. Once you're out of the
driveway, winter driving requires all
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sorts of complex, special techniques.
One of these is the foghorn technique
such as ships use in bad weather. When
visibility is poor, drive very slowly
straight ahead and beep your horn three
times every ten seconds. This worked
for the dndrea Doria. Actually, come to
think of i, it didn’t.

Anyway, the first rule is to go slow.
Get up late, have a big breakfast, take a
nap, have a second breakfast, call the
boss and tell him you can’t get out of
the driveway after all.

The second rule is to steer into a skid.
This is a difficult rule for a lot of people
to understand, and I'm one of them.
What’s that mean, “steer into a skid”? Is
it a command? Are you supposed to go
someplace and have a skid? Is it a gen-
eral observation? Does it mean, if you
steer then you'll skid? And who’s being
fooled anyway? If you're able to steer
where you want—like “into a skid”—
then you're not skidding anyway. So

late driving in the middle of winter on
icy roads 1 heavy traffic. What it will
teach you is not to do any such thing.

You may call this an expensive lesson,
but that shows your lack of consider-
ation for others. Think how amused the
rest of us will be when we read the
newspaper story about how you cut
your brake lines, removed your tie rods,
and drove full speed into a shopping
center with a' Fudgsicle in your shorts.

Many other winter-driving situations
can be practiced beforehand, too. To
practice operating the accelerator,
brake, and clutch pedals in a great big
pair of Sorrels, play the piano in oven
mitts. To practice starting cars with
dead batteries, take a Sears DieHard
into the grocery store, lean over into
the meat freezer, and thaw a Butterball
turkey by running a twelve-volt current
through it with jumper cables.

Omne type of practice for winter driv-
g doesn’t require any physical activity.
It’s strictly a matter of mental prepara-
tion. After all, driving on icy roads has a
lot to do with how vou think about
them, so conceive of a metaphor for icy
roads and you’ll know how to behave.
Think of icy roads as politicians, for
instance—crooked, slippery, and treach-
erous. If you hic a politician on the nose
{equivalent to hitting the brake pedal on
an icy road), yow'll go to jail. If you kick
a politician in the ass {equivalent to
putting your foot into the accelerator),
youll go to jail also {(going to jail is the
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equivalent of getting stuck in a snow-
bank). Using the politician metaphor,
wintertime is one long election day. Do
what any sensible person does on elec-
tion day and stay home.

The remaining winter-driving tech-
nigues don’t have anything to do with
driving, because you're stuck in that
snowbank. When stuck in a snowbank,
use the “cradle” method of rocking the
car: rock back and forth, back and forth,
back and forth, then stick your thumb
into your mouth and cry.

Remain inside your car when you are
stuck in a snowbank. This will make
your body easier to find later. However,
if there 1s a telephone available within
safe walking distance, maybe you should
call the AAA. Anybody who does any
winter driving should belong to the
AAA. Non-AAA towing servmjes are ex-
pensive and often don’t come. AAA
towing services are free and often don’t
come. Actually, that’s not true. The
AAA is a very good organization, and
they’ll come get you as soon as they can
in the spring. As good as the AAA is,

what’s really needed is an AAAA or an’

AAAAA; mstead of helping you get
home in bad weather, it would help you
stay home in bad weather by bringing
some drinks over to your house or
would call your boss and say your drive-
way is a snow-emergency area and the

Should you get stuck remember the “cradle” ethod

Red Cross has flown you someplace
where the weather is warm.

Meanwhile, as long as you're stuck in
a snowbank, this is a great opportunity
to jacklight deer. Buiild a fire in your car
so the game warden will believe you
when you say you thought you were go-
ing to have to stay there all winter.
Jacklighting deer, of course, is only one
of the many outdoor winter activities
that can be enjoyed with your automo-
bile. Ice fishing is another. Drive your
car right out onto the ice. It will fall
through, oil and gasoline will seep out
into the pond, and in the spring all the

fish will be lying there right on top of
the water and you can scoop them out
with your hands and not have to fuss
with expensive poles and lures. Cars are
great for skiing, too. The point of skiing
is to pick up girls, and you can pick up a
lot more girls if you tell them your car is
a Porsche 928, It’s all covered with sleet
and ice and probably stuck in a snow-
bank, so they can’t tell. '
But the very best automotive winter
sport is just going for a ride in the coun-
try. Make that country Australia. It’s
summer down there now. And the boss
will never find you in Sydney. ]
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STEEL FRONT
FENDEA REPAIR

Complete line of body, trim, interior parts
and accessories. ’

CATALOG $2.00

\NTIANAROLIS. IN 45205 - (317] 545-6224

DEPT.C& D ZIZG E $ATH §7. |

FREE cCatalog & Handling Book

ANTI- SWAY-BARS

& Complete Handling Packages

ADDCO All Domestic & Import

96AWatertower Rd, Lake Park, F1 33403

FREE CATALOG!

Send for your FREE Creative Comput-
Ing Catalog of books, buyer's guides,
and more! Write to:
. Creative Computing Catalog
Dept. NA3Y, 39 East Hanover Ave,
Morris Plaing, NJ 07950

THE ONLY 599 SHEEPSKIN SEATCOVER
THAT REALLY COVERS YOUR SEAT!

New you can get a genume custom-
cut full wraparound for the price you'd
normally pay for a skimpy strap-on.

Deep, dense, and luxuricusly plush,
theie hand-washable imporied sheep-
skin sealcovers caver not only the
front, but also the fop, sides, and
back beautifully. . .for only $99
each! We can make this offer
only because we're the
targest importer of sheep-
skin seatcovers in the

country.
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——— |

Free Color Brochure available,
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Heodrest not included.

Sizes to fit most low and high back
bucket seats. Choose from silver, tan,
charcoal, champagne or midnight blue,
Spedfy make and year of car and
add $5.00 to cover moiling costs. Matching
Steering Wheel Cover, $9.50. Add 6.5%
sales tax for California.
Note: Special Tailormades priced
slightly higher

SHEEPSKIN SEATCOVERS
OF CALIFORNIA

1533-26th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404
Call Toll Free 1{800)521-4014

([Fo bueeks

Your Source for Aftermarket & O.E.M.
Porsche Parts & Accessories

HEAT EXCHANGERS

811 (—74)
$599 pair

Stainless Steel
914 — $169 each
please state year and modei

All items shipping additional

TOLL FREE
ORDER LINES

Indianapolis (800) 428-4497
Atlanta {800) 241-6227
Long Beach (800) 421-3776

Our latest

catalog

80 pages filled with

Porsche Parts and
Accessaries.

$3.00 sent LP.S.

($10 Foreign)

{Free with purchase over $10)

Indianapolis Dept, C. D., 4410 N. Keystone, 46205
(317) 545-6223
Atlanta Dept. C. D., 6483 Peachiree Indust. Blvd., 30360
(404) 458-4949
Long Beach Dept C. D., 4001 E. Anaheim, 90804
(213) 494-4777

Dealers, Clubs; wholesale information avaiable. /




