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LEARN-A-LANGUAGE
ITALIAN COURSE i

The Learn-A-Language Coursc uses the natural method of language learning. You
learn Italian the way you learned English —by hearing the language and re-
peating what you heard. You didn’t begin by studying grammar; you first learned how 1
to say things, how words are arranged, and only when you knew the language reasonably
well did you begin to study grammar. This course teaches you Italian the same way.
Hear 1, say il, absorb it as the result of use and repetition. The only difference 15 that n
this course the basic elements of the language have been carefully selected and condensed i
into short lessons. When you have finished these lessons you will have a good working
knowledge of the language. If you apply yourself you can master this course and learn to
speak basic Italian quickly and easily.

Keep practicing your Italian as much as possible. Once you are well along 1n the
course try reading ltalian magazines, newspapers and books. Use your Italian whenever
you get a chance—with Italian speaking friends, with the waiter at the Itahan restaur-

ant, or with other students.

This course tries to make the learning ot Italan as easy and pleasant as possible, 1
but a certain amount of application is necessary. The record and book which make up
this course provide you with all the material you need; the following instructions tell

you exactly what to do. The rest is up to you.
INSTRUCTIONS

1. Look at page 1. Note the words in bold-face type like this. These arc the words
you will hear on the record. There are pauses to enable you to repeat each word and phrase
right after you hear it and longer pauses to enable you to skip non-recorded sections when
the record 15 on.

2. Now read Lesson I. In some lessons, information and 1nstruction precede the re-
corded matter. Note the points to listen for when you play the record. Then turn back to
the beginning and put the record ... Side | on the machine. If you have an automatic ma-
chine, put it on Manual. Before you put the ncedle on the record, note that there are a
number of bands of grooves on the record. The first band 1s Lesson 1, the second band 1s
Lesson 2, and so on. When the needle comes to the end of Lesson 1, there will be a defi-
nite pause so that you can stop the machine at that point. Look at the first word Alfredo
and be prepared to follow the voice on the record.

3. Play the record, listen carefully, and watch for the points mentioned. Then play
it again, and this time say the words aloud. Keep repeating until you are sure you know the
lesson. The longer you listen and repeat, the longer you will remember the material.

4. Now go on to the next lesson It's always well to review rapidly the previous les-
son before starting on a new one. For Lesson 2, you will put the needle at the beginning

of Band 2 of the record, and so on,

5. There are two types of quizzes. One is the matching type in which you must se-
lect the English word or sentence that fits the Italian one. In the other type you fill in the
blanks with the corcect Italian word chosen from the three given directly below the sen-
tence. Do these quizzes faithfully and if you make any mistakes read the section again.

6. When you can get 100% on each quiz, you can consider that you have mastered
the course.

' (€) 1956 BY CROWN PUBLISHERS, INC  PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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LESSON 1

&P @ (THE LETTERS AND SOUNDS 1)
1. THE LETTERS AND SOUNDS

A. Many Italian sounds are similar to the English.
Listen to and repeat the following Italian names, and
notice which sounds are sim:lar and which are dif-
ferent: :

Alfredo Alfred Luisa Louise
Antonic  Antonio Emmanvele Emanuel
Carlo Charles Michele Michael
Caterind  Katherine  Maria Mary
Enrico Henry Pietro Peter
Elisobetta Elizabeth  Paolo Paul
Froncesco Francis Peppino Joe
Ferdinondo Ferdinand  Raffacle Ralph
Isabolle  Isabel Raimondo  Raymond
Giovanni  Joha Rosa Rose
Giorgio George Riccardo Richard
Givlia Julia Roberto Robert
Guiseppe Joseph Yincenze  Vincent
Luigi Louis Violetta Violet
NOTICE:

1. that each vowel is pronounced clearly and crisply.

2. that a single consonant is pronounced with the
following vowel.

3. that some vowels benr an accent mark, which
sometimes shows the accentuated syllable:

la virtd the virtue
but sometimes merely serves to distinguish words:
e and & is
4, When the accent is on the letter e, 1t gives a
more open pronunciation:

coffa coffee

5. The apostrophe (') is used to mark the elision of
a vowel.

B. Now listen to some geographical names:
Bari Napoli
Brindisi Ravenna

Genovoa Sardegna

Livémd Sicilia
Londra Taranto
Messina Tevere
Milane Yenezia

C, Now the pames of some countries:

Argentina Inghilterro
Belgio Messico
Cina Norvegia
Spagna Persia
Stati Uniti Portogallo
India Egitio
Francia Veneozuela
Germanio Russia
LESSON 2

@& @ @ H:LETTERS AND SOUNDS 1)

D. Now listen to and repeat the following words
which are similar in English and Iealian. Notice
how Iealian spelling and pronunciation differ from
English:

azjone action interessante interesting
agente agent nazione nation
attenzione arttention necessoric necessary
caso case possibile  possible
centro center quieto quiet
certo certain  radio radio
differente  differenc ristoronte  restaurnnt
difficile  difficuls  simile similar
esempio  ecxample té tea
gala gala teatro theater
chitarra guitar telefono telephone
importonte important treno train
visita visit

2. THE ITALIAN ALPHABET

Letter Name Letter Name Letter Name

a a h acea q qu

b b i i r erre
c cz 1 elle s esse
d di m emme t ti

) e n enne u u

f effe o o v wi

g gi p pi z zeta

Y|



LLESSON 3

@ @& @ rrRONUKCIATION PRACTICE )
3. PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

The following groups of words will give you some
additional practice 1a Italian pronunciation and
spelling:

attore actor umore humor
animale animal locale local
copitale capital materiole  material
centrale central originale  original
cereale cereal personale  personal
cioceolato chocolate probabile  probable
colere color regolare tegulac
dottore doctor simile similar
familiere  familiar semplice  simple
gas gas totale total
generale  general usuale usual
A. VOWELS
1. a is like ab, or the a in fatber:
a to, at lago lake
amico friend pane bread
la the (fem. sing.) porlare  to speak

2. e is like the ay 1n day, but cut off sharply (that is,
not drawled):

era was carne meat

essere to be treno train

pera pear tre three

padre father estate summer
se if

e in the middle of a word may have two different
sounds when stressed:

b. closed sound:
verde

a, open sound:
pette chest
terra  earth

green

Some words even have different meanings accord-

ing to whether the vowel has an open or closed

sound:

(open) tema composition (closed) tema fear
venti winds venti twenty

3. i is like the i in police, machine, marine, but not
drawled:

misura measure oggi today
si yes piccolo  smallfmasc.
amica friend (fem. ) sing.)

figlic son

A

4. o 15 like the o 1n no, but not drawled:

no no con with
poi then otto eight
ora hour come how

o in the middle of a word may have two different
sounds when stressed:

&. open sound: b. closed sound:

oro gold forma form
corpe  body voce voice
5. u 15 like the u 1n rule, bur not drawled:
uno one (masc.) tu you(famtliar)
una one (fem.) vltimo lase

6. Notice that each vowel is clearly pronounced.
Vowels are not slurred as they ofsen are o
English:

Europa Europe idea idea
leggere to read poesin peem
dov' & where 15 creare to create
jo sono I am mio my
poese country
B. DIPHTHONGS
1, arn:
guai troubles
2. awr
aula room auto auto  aurcora dawn
3. en?
sei  six setcento  six hundred
4, euws
Europa  Europe
5. 1ar
ltalia Ttaly patria  country ara  air
6, fe:
piedc foot btetola beer tren: (you) keep
7. 207
stazione station fiore flower  prove it 1s
rainng
8,
fiume river piuma  feather
9. o
poi then vor  you
10, ua:
quale what  quattro four  quanto how much
11, ue:
questo chis quelle  that
12, s
fui (I) was fur  him
13. wo:
buence good tuo  your {fameliar)




C. TRIPHTHONGS

1. tei:

miei my (pronouace: yeh - ee)
2. o

figlivolo son (pronounce: you - oh)
3. wor:

tvoi  your (famtliar) (pronounce: woe - ce)

LESSON 4

@& @ (ProNUNCIATION PRACTICE I)
A, CONSONANTS

1. b is pronounced like the English b 1n boat:

bottiglia bottle

2, ¢ has two different sounds; before a, o, u, 1t 15
equivalent to the English £ 1n bake:

caso case

before e or { it 1s equivalent to the English ¢b 1n
church:

celibe bachelor

3. d 15 like the English d in dark:
data date

4. [ is also equivalent to the cotresponding English
letrer:

forza force

5. g has two different sounds: before g, o, n, it is
equivalent to the English g in go:

quida guide

before e or i, 1t is equivalent to the English g in
general:

generoso generous

6. b is not pronounced. It is found only in exclamations:
ah| ah!

or tn cercain forms of the verb to have:

io ho I have

7.1, m, n, p, are equivalent to the corresponding letters
in English:

liberta
memeoria

notie
prova

night
proof

lhberty
memory

8. g is used only in combination with «# and is pro-
nounced like the English gu in quality,

quarte quarter

9. r is more rolled than in English, somewhat as in
Scotch pronunciation:
regione region

10. 5 has two different sounds:

a, harsh at the beginning of a word, or when
used double, or preceded by another

consonant:
sale salt rosso red
conscle consul

b. soft when occurring between two vowels:
esilio  exile

poetry

Causg cause

poesia

1]. 1, v, are equivalent to the corresponding letters
in English:

tone tone vacanza vacation

12, z has two different sounds:

a. harsh, as in the English combination ts. This
sound generally occurs 1n the group -zione.

nazione nation

addition

action
addizione

azione

b, soft, as in the English combination ds. This
sound occurs mostly in technical and classi-
cal words derived from Greek.

zona zone zeffiro

axoto azote

zephyr

B. SPECIAL ITALIAN SOUNDS

Pay special ateention to the following sounds, which
do not have exact English equivalents:

L. cc when followed by f or e is pronounced like the
English cb 1n chair:

cacciatore  hunter faceic face

2, ¢b before e and i is pronounced like the English
k 1n key

chitorra gutar chiedo nail

3. gh before e and i is proncunced like the English
g tn gate:

ghirlenda  garland ghormire (to) cluech




4, gl is a sound found only 1n Italian; the closest

English approximation would be the combination
Ili, as in mullion:

egli he paglia straw
foglia leaf giglio lity

5. gn is always pronounced as one letter, somewhat
like the English nt in onfon, or ny in canyon:

segne sign Spagna Spatn
menfagna  mountamn favogna blackboard

6. sc before ¢ and t 1s pronounced like the English
sh in shoe:

scendere {to) climb sciroppo syrup
scimmia monkey scivolare (to) slip

7. s¢ before 4, 0, and u, is pronounced like the
English sk in sky:

scuolo school Scozia Scotland

scarpa shoe scoiattolo  squirrel

4. BUILDING UP A VOCABULARY

Building up an Italian vocabulary 1s a rather easy
mateer since a great number of words are similar in
English and Italian. Some words are spelled exactly
the same (though they may differ considerably m
pronunciation):

{talian English Italian English
antenna antenna velocipede wvelocipede
area area idea tdea

auto auto gas gas

radto radio hotel hotel

There are many Italian words which you will have

no difficulty in recognizing despite minor differences.

Some of these differences are!

a.The Italian words add e

annuale annual parte part
commerctale commercial  origine origin
occasionale occasional  speciale special

professionale professional

b. The Italian words add @ or o,

lista lisc costo cast
problema  problem iquido liquid
persona person

¢. The Italian words have a4 or o where the
English ones have e.

causa cause favorite favorite
frgura figure minuto minute
medicing  medicme tubo tube
rosa rose uso use

5. GENERAL EQUIYALENTS

1. Italian ¢ (cc) = English & (ck):

franco frank parco park
sacco sack atlacco attack
2, Italian { = English ph:

frase phrase telegrafo  telegraph
fisico physical fontco phonic
3. Iralian s {ss) = English x:

eSercizio  exercise Messico Mexico
asempio example fisso f1x

4, Italian st = English xt:

estensione extension estortc  extotted

estremo extreme

5. Italian ¢ = English ¢h:

aulore author teatro theatre
simpatia sympathy teorz theory
6. Italian = (zz) = English ¢

forza force razza race

7. Italian t = English y:

stile style sistema system
mistero mystery riimo rhythm

8. Iralian o = English on’

corle coure carso course
monte mount

9. Iraltan —to = English -y

segretario  secretary territorio territory

10. Italian —zione = English —tion®

nazione nation addiztone  addition
conversazione conversation

11, Iralian —o = English —al:

interno internal eterno eternal
politico political




12, Italian —oso = English —ous:

famoso famous prodigioso  prodigious
nUMEroso  nUmErous religioso  religtous
LESSON 5

{USEFUL WORD GROUPS})

6. USEFUL WORD GROUPS

Some Numbers

uno
due

tre
quatiro
cingue
sei
scite
otto
nove
dieci

one
two
three
four
five
51X
seven
eight
nine
ten

The Days of the Week!

lunedi
martedi
mercoledi
giovedi
venerdi
sabato
domenica

Mooday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Frday
Saturday
Sunday

The Months

gennaio
febbraio
marzo
aprile
maggio
givgne
luglio
agosto
settembre
ottobre
novembre
dicembre

January
February
March
April

May

June
July
Aupust
September
Qctober
November
December

Some Colors

Fosso

I'the names of the days of the weck and of the months

are never capitalized,

red

blu

verde
nero
bianco
giallo
marrone
casiogno
grigio

blue

green

black

white

yellow

brown {coffee-colot)
brown (chestnut-color)

gray

The Seasons

primavera
estate
outunno
inverno

spring
summer
auttmn
winter

North, South, East, West

nord
sud
est
ovest

north
south
east
west

Morning, Noon, and Night

mattino
mezzogiomo
pomeriggio
scra

notte

moming
noon
afternoon
evening
night

Today, Yesterday, Tomomow

oggt
ieri
domani

Oggi ¢ venerdi:
leri cra giovedi.
Domeni & sabato.

Uno pid uno fa due.

Uno pid due fa tre.

Due pid due fanno
quatro.

Due piut tre fanno
cinque,

Tre prut tre fanno
sei,

Tre pin quattro fanno

selle.

today
yesterday
tomorrow

Today is Friday,
Yesterday was Thursday.
Tomotrow is Saturday.
One and one are two.

One and two are three.
Two and two are four,

Two and three are five.
Three and three are six,

Three and four are seven.




Quattro prut qualtro
fanno otto,

Cingue pri quattro
fanno nove.

Cingue pi: cinque
fanno diect,

Four and four are eight.

Five and four are nine,

Five and five are ten.

QUIZ 1

Tey matching these two columns:

1. venerdi
2. autunno
3. grovedi
4. primavera
5. ofto
6. gennato
7. inverno
8. verde
9. grugno
10. estate
11, luned!
12. quattro
13, ottobre
14. domenica
15. ovest
16. rosso
17. nero
1B, drec:
19. bianco
20, grigio

1. Janpuary
2. summer
3. June

4, winter
5. Octaber
6. white
7. autumn
8. Sunday
9. eight
10. spring
11. west
12. Thursday
13, four
14. ten
15, red
16, black
17, green
18. Friday
19. gray
20. Monday

ANSYERS
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LESSON 6

@ & &

{USEFUL PHRASES 1)

7. GOOD HORNING!

Nella matcina:

buen

giorno

Buon giorno.

signor

Rossi

Buon giorno, signor
Rossi.

In the morning:

good

morning (day}
Good morning.
Mr.

Rossi

Good morning, Mr.
Ressi.

come
sta
Come sta?

molto

bene

Molto bene.

grozie

Molto bene, grazie.

E [ej?

bene
Bene, grazie.

Nella sera:

buena

sera

Buona sera.

Buona sera, signora
Rossi.

Buona notte,

Buona notte, signor
Rossi.

how

are you

How are you? How do you
do?

very

well

Very well.

thank you, thanks

Very well, chank you.

And how are you? (And
you?)!

fine

Fine, thank you.

In the afternoon:

good

afternoon

Good afternoon.

Good afternocon, Mrs.
Rossi.

Good mighe.

Good night, Mr. Rossi.

Note: The Italian word for **sir” or “Mr."" is
signore, but when it is used immed:ately preceding

a name, the e 1s dropped.

Buon grorno, signor Rossi.

Buon giorno, signore.

QUIZ 2

1. mattina

2. signora

3, E ler?

4, molto bene
5. Buon grorno,
6. Buona notte.
7. Come sta?
B. oggt

9. Grazie.
10, nulla dr nuovo
11. stgnorina
12, Buona sera.
13. Come?
14. signore

15, dt sera

1. Good afternoon.
2. How are you?
3. Miss

4, moraing

5. Thank you.

6. Madam or Mrs.
7. nothtng new

8. sir or M,

9. How?

10, Good morming.

11. in the afternoon

12, And you?

13, very well

14. today

15. Good evening {good

night).

T %ords in patentheses are literal translations.

P gy
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8. WHEREIS. .. ?

dove

&

dov'e

Dov'é un albergo? (hotel)
buon ristorante

Dov'é un buon ristorante?

dov'é (dove &)

Dov'a?

Dov'e il telefono?

Dav's il ristorante?

Dov's la stazione
ferroviaria?

Pov'a |'ufficio postale?

where

15

where 15

Where 1s a hotel?

good restaurant

Where's a good
restaurant?

where is

Where 1s 1t?

Where's the telephone?

Where's the restaurant?

Where's the railroad
station?

Where's the post office?

LESSON 7

pud dirmi lei

Pud dirmi lej...?

Pud dirmi lei dov'd
vn albergo?

Pué dirmi lei dov's un
buon risterante?

Pud dirmi dov'a il
telefono?

Pué dirmi dov'e la
stazione ferroviaria?
Pud dirmi dov's 'uificio

postale?

{USEFUL PHRASES 1)

can you tell me

Can you tell me.,..?

Can you tell me where
ts a hotel?

Can you tell me where
ts a pood restaurant?

Can you tell me where
the telephone 1s?
Can you tell me where

the station 152
Car you tell me where
che post office is?

QUIZ 3

1, Dov'e un albergo?
2, Dov'e il telefono?

3. Pud dirmt ler. .. ?

4. Puo dirmt dov'e la
stazrone ferroviaria?

5. l'ufficio postale

1. Where's the telephone?
2. Can you tell me where
the station 15?

3. Can you tell me...?
4. the post office

5. Where's there a hotel?

ANSWERS
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9. DO YOU HAVE...?

Ha lei...? Do you have..,?

denaro (any) money

sigarette (any) cigarettes

fiommiferi (any) matches
Ho bisogno di... I need...

carta (some) paper

matita a pencil

inchiostro ink

un francobollo a stamp

pasta dentifricia toothpaste

un ascivgamano a towel

Dove posso comprare...? Where canIbuy,..?
un dizienarie an Italian dictionary

italiano
un dizionario inglese-  an English-Itahian
italiano dictionary

un libro in inglese
degli abiti

an English book
some clothes

10. WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO EAT?

primo colaziene breafkase
secando colazione {unch
pranzo dinner
cena supper

Che cosa desidera? What will you have?
(What do you wish?)

Mi dia la lista, per
favore.

Posso overe [a lista,

per favore?

May I have a menu,
please?

Mi porti... Bring me...

un po’ di pane some bread
pune ¢ burro bread and butter
della minestra some soup
della carne some meat

del manzo some beef

una bistecca a steak

del proscivtto some ham

Give me the menu, please,




del pesce
del pollo
delle uova
dei [egumi
delle patate
deli'insalata
dell*acqua
del vino
dello birra
del latte
caffé e latte
dello zucchero
del sale

del pope
della frutta
dei dolci

Mt portr. ..
una tazza di caffe
und tazza di te
un tovagholo
unt cucchiaio
un cucchiaino
un coltello
un pratio
un bicchiere

Desidero .. .
un po' dr frutta
una hottigha di vmo
un' altra bottrgha dt

vino

un po* di piti
un po' pu di pane
un po’ pwu di came
Il conto, per favore

some fish

some chicken
some CgEs

some vegetables
some potatoes
some salad
some water
some wine

some beer

some milk
coffee with milk
some sugar
some salt

some pepper
some fruie

some dessert

Bring me...

a cup of coffee
a cup of tea

a napkin

a spoon

a teaspoon

a knife

a plate

a glass

I would ltke...

some fruit {assoreed)
a bottle of wine
another bottle of wine

a little more

a litele more bread
a little more meat
The check, please,

QUIZ 4
1. carne 1. fish
2, patate 2. water
3. acqua 3. vegetables
4. Che cosa desidera? 4.1 peed soap.
5. uova 5. The check, please.
G. pollo 6, breakfast
7. pesce 7. a spoon

8. una bottiglia dr vino 8. coffee with milk

9, Ho bisogno dt sapone. 9. What will you have?

10, Midiaunpo'dit pane. 10. dessert

11. caffe e latte

11, meat

12, a knife

13. eggs

14, Bring me some bread,
15, chicken

16. a cup of tea

17. a luetle mote bread
18. sugar

19. a bottle of wine

20. potatocs

12, zucchero

13. legum:

14, una tazza di te

15, un po' pt di pane
16. un coltello

17. dolci

18, celazione

19. ur cucchiaio

20. Il conto, per favore.

ANSWERS
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LESSON 8

® & &

{SOME COMMON VERB FORMS)

11, SOME COMMON YERB FORMS

10 parlo I speak

tu parle you speak (familiar)
egls parla he speaks

ella parla she speaks

le: parla you speak (polite)

not parhamo
vor parlate

esst parlano
esse parlano
loro parlano

we speak

you speak (plural or formal)
they speak (masc,)

they speak {fem.)

you speak {polite} or they
speak

Notes

1, These forms, which make up the present tense of
the first conjugation, are also commonly used to
translate the English 'l am speaking” and ‘I do
speak.”

2. Tu, you, 15 used to address people you know very
well (whom you call by their first names in Eng-
lish—relatives, close friends, children, pets,
ete.) The plural for tu 1s vor Vor 1s also
used to address one or more persons as an inter-
mediate form between the intimate fu and che
formal lei,

3. Notice that there are six endings which mdicate
the person speaking or spoken about, withour need
of pronoun:




-

Sipular:
-0 indicates the speaker (I)
—-i indicates the person spoken to (you).
It 15 used only to someone you know well.
—a indicates someone or something spoken

about (he, she, it} or else you (polite.}

Plural:
—iamo 1ndicates several speakers {(we).
~—ate  is the plural form for tu. Vor is also used
to address one or more persons tn a
formal way.
—ane  indicates they (both masculine and

feminine) or the plural of the police form.

4. Nouice that the verb form wich ler, egli, ella is the
same: parla.

5. Nottce that several forms of the pronouns differ,
depending on whether men or women ace speaking
or are being spoken about:

eglt parla

ella parla

essi parlano
esse parlano

he is speaking

she 1s speaking

they are speaking (men}
they are speaking (wemen)

6. Let, loro, le, la, It {you) ace sometimes capitalized
to emphasize the idea of respect toward a person—
for instance, when writing a formal letter or addres-
sing someone in a respectful way,

12. THE and A

1. The
masculine
¢l libro the book 1 Libry the books
lo studio  the study gl studi che studies
I'esercizio the exercise glt esercizi the exercises
feminine
la donna the lady le donne  the ladies
Perba the grass le erbe the grass,
grasses

Notice the different forms used 1nt Iralian for the
single Englhish word *'the," In Italian, words are
either masculine or feminine, When they refer to
males or females, you know which group of articles
to use, but in the case of other nouns, you have to

learn whether the noun ts masculine or feminmine.
The masculine arcicle if and 1ts plural form 7 1s
used before masculine nouns beginning with a
consonant. The masculine article lo and its plural
form glt 15 used before masculine nouns begin-
ning with a vowel or a z, or 5 plus a consonant,
or the consonant combination gn, When used be-
fore a vowel, lo is elided to I'; the plural does
not elide unless the following word begins wich
an {. The feminine article la and its plural form
e is used before feminine nouns; however, be-
fore vowels, it 15 also elided to I especially u-
in the singular.

2. A(An)

un ragazzo a boy una ragazza a gl

uno zero a zero un'amica a friend
{fem.,)

The indefinite arcicle has the form un before
vowels and most consonants, It takes the form
uno before the consonant 2, or s plus a conson-
ant, or the combination gn. The feminine is
una, eliding to un’ before a vowel.

QUIZ 5
L 10 1. they speak
2. not 2. she is speaking
3. tu parix 3. she
4, egh 4, you (fam. plur.)
5. esst parlano 5.1
6. vou 6. you speak
7. tu 7. he
8. ella 8. we speak

9. nor parlramo
10. ella paria

9, you (fam. sing.)
10. we

ANSWERS
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13. SOME COMMON CONTRACTIONS

di + il =del{ofthe) a+ 1 = al(tothe)
di+lo = dello a+lo = allo
dr+ la = della atla =alla
de+ ' = dell’ atil =aqall




dt+i = dei at+1 =ai

di + gli = degls a+gli = agli

di +le = delle a+le =alle

con + il = col (with the) su+ il = sul (on the)

su +la = sulla
su + lo = sullo
su + gli = sugli

con+ [ = coi

14, PLURAL OF NOUNS

As a general rule, nouns ending in o are masculine.
As a general rule, nouns ending in @ are feminine,

As a general rule, nouns ending in e can be either
masculine or feminine,

All masculine nouns (ending either 1n 0 or e) form
their plural in i,

All feminine nouns form their plural in e or 2 depend-
ing on whether they end in @ or e 1n the singular.

il piatto the plate i piatts the plates
il cuore the heare 1 cuon the hearts
la rosa the rose le rose the roses
la valle the valley le valli the valleys

15. ADJECTIVES

There are two groups of adjectives:
1. Those which have four endings:
caro (masc. sing.), cara (fem. sing.)
cart (masc. plur.), care (fem. plur.)
2. Those which have only two endings:

gentile (masc. and fem. sing.)
gentili (masc. and fem. plur.)

Study these examples:

a dear [riend (masc.)

a dear friend (fem.)

some dear friends (masc.)
some dear friends (fem.)

un caro amico
una cara amica
der cant amici
delle care amiche

2 kind man (masc.)

a kind woman (fen.)
some kind men (masec. )}
some kind women {fem )

un uomo gentile
una domna gentile
degli womin: gentili
delle donne gentili

The adjective always agrees with its noun. When an
adjective 1s used alone, its ending usually tells you
whether it refers to a singalar or plural, feminine or
masculine noun:
E wtaliano,

E wtaliana.
Sono italtan:.
Sono wtaliane.

He is Italian,

She is Italian.

They are Italian (masc.)
They are Italian (fem}

Note: Only proper names and geographical nouns are
capitalized in Italizn, Names of natjonalities are
capitalized only when used as nouns and referring to
a person. When used as adjectives, or to refer to a
language, they are not capitalized.

Examples-

un hbro waliano an Iralian book

Ho incontrato un ltaliano. 1 met an [talian.

Esst parlano I'staliane,  They speak alian,

16. POSSESSION

English ="s or —s’ is translated by d: (of):

John's book (the book of
John)

the boys' books (the books
of the boys)

il libro di Giovanm

1 Itbr1 der ragazz:

17. ASKING A QUESTION

To ask a question you can either put the subject after
the verb*

Ha mangtato le:? Have you eaten?

or preserve the same word order and raise your voice at
the end of the sentence to show that 1t is a question

You have eaten.
Have you eaten?

Ler ba mangiato.
Let ha mangiato?

18. NOT

The word for **not" 1s non. It comes before the verb.

Non vedo I don't see




1. Buon

3

6

10

REVIEW QUIZ 1

{morning), signora Rosst,
a. doman
b. giomo
¢. grazie

. Puo dirmi — (where's) P'ufficio postale?

. Buona

-
a, dov'e
b. buono
>
c. it

— (Bring me) un po’ di pane,
a. Mangiare
b, Sera

¢ Mt ports

caffe con (milk)
a. zucchero
b. vino

c. latte

un po’
a. pu}
b. tazza

c. ancora

{more) d1 carne

i sette
. Marzo
b. gennaio
c. agosto

(January)

{Wednesday), cinque settembre
a. tnverno

b. sabato

c. mercoledt

— {How) sia?
a. Grazie

b. Come

¢ Sera

(night), signorina Ross:.
a. fino

b. notte

<. 10

Desidero una bottigha di —— (wine).
a. latie

b, vino

. acqua

ANSWERS '
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19. MAY | INTRODUCE...?

Buon giorno. Good morning.
Buon giorne, signore. Good mormng, {si).
Come sta? How are you?
Molto bene, grazie, ¢ Very well, thanks, and
come sta lei? E lei how are you? Are you
americano? from cthe United States?
$§i, signore. Yes, (sir).
Parla lei itelicno?- Do you speak Italian?
Un poco. A little.
La presento I present you
alla mio amica to my friend
signorina Rossi. Miss Rossi.
Posso presentarle il mio May I inccoduce my
amico, signorina friend, Miss
Rossi? Rossi?
Molto piacere Much pleasure
di conoscerla, in knowing you.
Felice di I'm glad (happy)
conoscerla, to know you,
Il piacere The pleasure
e mio. is mine.
Il piacere e mie. The pleasure is mine. |
Mi permetta Permit me
che mi presenti: to introduce myself: !
Giovanni Rossi. John Rossi. |
Mi permetta che mi May I introduce my-
presentl? Sono Giovenni self? I am John |
Rossi, Ross1. |
Paole Ferri. Paul Ferr1. |
Sono Paolo Ferri, I'm Paul Ferri.

20, IT’S BEEN A REAL PLEASURE.

E stato It's been

un vero a real

piacere. pleasure.

stato un vers piccere. It's been a real pleasure,
1l piacere The pleasure

¢ stato mia, has been mine.
1] piacere ¢ stato mle,  The pleasure was mine.
Arrivederci Good-by

ad un altro until anocher

giorno, day.




A presto.
Arrivederci, A presto,
a
pia tardi
A piu tardi.
Buona notte.

See you soon,
Good-by. See you soon.
unt:l
later

Until later, See you soon.
Good night.

LESSON 9

o & &

(SIMPLE SENTENCES 1)

21. HOW ARE THINGS?

Buon gierno, Paoolo

Buon glorne, Giovannil

Come stai? Come vonno
le case?

Bene, ¢ tu?

che

c'e

di nuovo

Che ¢'¢ di nuovo?

nulfa

di

particolare

Nullo di particolare.

che

mi raccaonti

Che mi racconti?

Hello, Paul!

Hello, John!

How are you® {familzar)
How are chings?

Fine, and how ate you?

what

is there

of new

What's new?

nothing

of

particular

Nothing in particular.

what

do (you) tell me

What's new?

poche Licele

cose things

Non molte. Not much.
QUIZ 5

1. Come stai?
2. Arnivederci.

3, Buona notte.

1. Nothing in parcicular,

2. Allow me to introduce
my friend.

3, See you soom.

4, Buon grorno, Grovanni. 4, Hello, John.

5. Nulla d: particolare.

G. Mi permetta di pre-
sentarla al mio
ArRIco.

7. A presto

8. nuovo

9. Molto pracere di

conoscerla.
10. conoscerla

5. I'm very glad to know
you.
6, How are you?

7. Good might.
8, to know you
9. new

10. So long.

ANSWERS
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22. TO BE
io sono I am
tu sei you are
egli e he is
noj siamo we are
voi siete you are
essi sono they are

Egli ¢ dottore.
Egli ¢ scrittore.
Egli ¢ italiane.

11 libro € rosso.
Ella & giovane.

1t ghiaccio ¢ freddo.
Egli ¢ intelligente,
Ello @ incontevole.

Sono io.

Di dov'e lei?
lo seno italiono,
E fato di legno.
E d'argente.

Di chi ¢ questo?
[l libro & del signer
Rossi.

é ].UﬂUo
Sono le due,
Sono le nove e dieci.

Sone a quindici soldi
la dozzina.
Sono nove dollari 1*uno,

E tardi.

E presto.

E necessario.
E un peccato.
Non ¢ vero?

He 15 a doctor.
He 1s a writer.
He's an Italian,

The book is red.
She 1s young.
Ice 1s cold,
He's intelligent.
She's charming,

It's 1.

Where ate you from?
I'm Italian.

It's made of wood,
It's silver,

Whose is this?
The book belongs to Alr,
Ross1.

It*s one o'clock.
It's two o'clock.
It's ten past nine.

They ate fifteen cents
a dozen.

They are nine dollars
each.

Ic's late.

It's early.

It's necessary.
It's a puty.
Isn'c it?




b, St

o .

QuIZ 7 E nostro, It's ours.

E per te. It's for you,

1. Egh & intelligente, 1. Whose is this?

2. E un peccato, Peccato, 2. Where are you from?

3. Egh e dottore. 3. They are. QUIZ 8

4. lo sono. 4. He's a doctor.

s, E Puna, 5 TE EEaEly, 1. E molto, 1. It's enough,

6. Not siamv. 6. He's Italian, 2. E facile. 2. That 1sn't true.
3. E vicino, 3. It's bad.

7. E fatto di legno.
8. Dt dov'é ler?

9. E presto.

10. lo sono stanco.
11, Esst sone.

12, Dz cb: 8 questo?
13, E tards.

14, Egli & nahano.

7. He's intelligent,

8. It's a pity, Too bad,
9.1am,
10, It's one o'clock.
11. It*s made of wood.
12. We are.

13. I'm tired.
14. It's late.

ANSWERS
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E...

E vero

Questo non ¢ vero,
Questo non ¢ cost.
E cost. Cosi e.

E male.

E molto male.

E certo.

E prande.

E piccolo.

E caro,

E economico.

E vicno.

E lontano.

E diffrcile.

E facile.

E poco. Non e molto.

E molto poco.

E molio,

E abbastanza.
Non ¢ abbastanza.
2 g

E .

E tuo.

E 0.

23 ITIS

Itis...

It's true,

That isn't true,
That isn’t so.

It's so. That's the way it 1s,

It's bad.

It's very bad.
It's certain.
It's big.

It's small.

It's expensive.
It's cheap.

It's near,

It's far,

It's difficule.
It's easy.

It's a little, It's not much,
It's very litcle.
It's a lot.

It's enocugh.
It's not enough,
It's here.

It's there.

It's yours.

It's mine.

4, E abbastanza,

5. Duesto non € vero.
6. E male.

7. E precolo.

8. E vere.

9. E mio.

10. & qui.

4.1t's near.
5. It's mine.
6. It's true.
7. It's here.
8. It's small.
9. It's easy.

10. It's a lot.

ANSWERS
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LESSON 10

{ SIMPLE SENTENCES 11}

24. TO HAVE and HAVE NOT

To have

10 bo 1 have
tu hai you have
egh bha he has
not abbrameo we have
vor avete you have
esst banno they have

Not to have
10 non ho I don't have
te non baz you don't have
eglt non ba he doesn't have

no: non abbiamo
vot non avete
esst non hanno

lo ho tempo.

lo non ko tempo,

Egl: non ba amicn

Ha (lot) una sigaretta?
o bo fame.

Ho sete. (lo ho sete.)

we don't have
you don't have
they don't have

I have time.

I haven't any tume.

He hasn't any friends.

Do you have a cigarette?
I'm hungry. (1 have hunger.)
I'm thirsty. (I have thirst.)




I
gl'

Ho freddo.(lo bo fredde,) 1'm cold. {I have cold.)

Ho caldo. (lo bo caldo,}

Ho ragione,

I'm warm, (I have warmth.)
I'm righe. (I have reason.)

25. | KNOW ONLY A LITTLE ITALIAN

Parla italiane? Parla
lei italiano?

Si, un poce,

Molto poce.

Non molte bene.

lo pario italieno.

Lo parlo male.

lo non lo parlo
molto bene.

lo conosce solo pache
parole.

Se dire poche parele
in italiono.

I} sus amico parla
italiane?

No, il mio amico non
patla italianc.

Comprende I'italiano?

$i, comprendo
l'italiane.

Lo comprendo ma
non lo parle,

Lo leggo ma non lo
parle.

No, io non comprendo
I'iteliano.

lo non comprendo
molto bene 'italiane.

Non le pronuncio
molte bene.

Mi manea la pratica.

Ho bisagns di
pratica.

Lei mi comprende?

lo la comprendo,

Do you speak Italian?

Yes, a lutle,

Very lietle,

Not very well.

I speak Itahian.

1 spgak 1t poorly.

I don't speak it very
well.

I know only a few words.

I know how to say
a few words 1n Italian,

Does your friend speak
Italian?

No, my friend doesn't
speak Italian.

Do you understand
Italian?

Yes, I understand
Italian?

1 understand ir, but I
don't speak it.

I read it but I don't
speak it.

No, I don't understand
Italian,

I don't understand
Italian very well,

I don't pronounce it
very well,

I lack practice,

I need practice.

Do you understand me?
I understand you.

lo nen la comprende
molto bene.

Che coso ha detto?

Lei parla troppo in
fretta,

Lei parla troppo veloce.
Non parfi cosi in fretta,
Porli pid lentamente.
Per favore, parli pid
lentamente.

Mi scusi, ma non la
capisco. Non I'he
capita.

Per favere, me lo
ripeta.

Mi comprende ora?

Oh, ora capisco.

Che cosa significa
in italiano?

Come si dice " Thanks"'
in itoliono?

Come si scrive questa
porala?

Per favore, me la
seriva.

I don't understand you
very well,

What did you say?

You speak too fast.

{You speak in too much
of a hurry,)

You are speaking too fasr,

Don't speak so fast.

Speak more slowly.

Please, speak a lutle
more slowly.

Excuse me, but I den't
understand. { didn’c
understand you.

Please, say it again
(to me).

Do you underscand me now?

Oh, now I understand.

What does that mean in
Italian?

How do you say *'Thanks"
int Iralian?

How do you spell (write)
chat word?

Please, write 1t down for
me.

“Learn-A-Language” record
courses are available in other
languages—see your news-
paper for the listing. A com-
plete course in any language
is comprised of 4 records (40
lessons). Each record includes
an accompanying Manual.
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