
MORE DX PUBLICATIONS 
I'd like to add the following to the Septem

ber "DX Listening" list of available publica
tions . The IRCA (International Radio Club of 
America) can supply reprints of BCB DX arti
cles . Also , the club offers the IRCA Foreign 
Log and Sunrise-Sunset Maps for the serious 
DX'er, as well as a bulletin, "The DX Moni
tor," issued 34 times a year. For a free list, 
write : IRCA Goodie Factory , P.O. Box 17088, 
Seattle , WA 98107, enclosing a SASE-Don 
Davis, Warner Robins , GA 

ANOTHER POWERFUL MICROPROCESSOR 
I feel that " Basic Guide to Computer Buy

ing" (December 1977) is one of the finest arti
cles of its typ·e to appear in a noncomputer 
hobby magazine. The research on the article 
was excellent. However, the author failed to 
mention the most powerful microprocessor 

on the market, the Texas Instruments TMS 
9900. We incorporate this µ.P in our Super 
Starter System and , to date, have more than 
1000 users. (This is the same processor used 
in Tl 's 990/ 4 computer. It is also to be used in 
1979 Chrysler vehicles and is the only µ.P ap
proved for space flight use.) If you were to 
make comparisons , you would find that the 
9900 is closer to an IBM 360 than it is to the 
8-bit controller processors discussed in your 
article . -Bill Regan, Pres., Technico Inc., 
9130 Red Branch Rd., Columbia, MD 20145. 

HP-25 CLOCK/TIMER ADDENDUM 

"The HP-25 as a Digital Clock and Timer" 
(August 1977) fails to mention several things, 
to wit : Register 1 should be cleared or set be
fore each run . The display lags by one sec
ond because it shows 0.0000 after the first 
second. (The remedy is to start from step 04 
on each run or put a GTO 05 at the beginning 
of the program and move everything else 
down one step, changing the last step to 
GTO 02. The extra step, executed only once, 
will not significantly affect the time .) Before 
adding or subtracting the timing adjustment 
number to or from the original time base 
(1 /3600) , one must divide by 10,000 to com
pensate for the position at which the seconds 
are displayed. When using a starting time of 
exact hours , the conversion to decimal hours 
is not necessary. 

The following program is for a count-down 

clock. The program starts itself properly and 
stops on zero. The extra steps (except 02) 
will not affect timing because they are execut
ed only once. Step 02 , however, must be ac
counted for in the time-base correction. It 
should make the timer run slow. 

01 GTO 07 07 RCL 2 
02 RCL 1 08 STO - 1 
03 g,x ,O 09 GT002 
04 GTO 10 10 CLX 
05 f, H.MS 11 GTOOO 
06 f, PAUSE 
Certain time-base corrections cause the 

timer to display a small number in scientific 
notation just before stopping at zero. It may 
also appear in place of 1 second. Nothing can 
be done about this without program modifica
tion, so the best thing to do is use it as zero or 
one when it occurs. 

My correction was on the order of three 
times those necessary for the count-up timer 
because of the repeatedly executed extra 
step . Compute the correction and approxi
mately triple it and experiment to find an ac
curate combination.-Tony Wichersham, La
ramie, WY. 

Out of Tune 

In "Build 'Charge! '" (January 1978), tran

sistor 02 should have been shown in Fig. 1 
as an npn D42C3. The Parts List was correct. 

If You're Into Automotive Investment, 
Here's a Statement About Profit and Loss: 
Buy The Mark Ten B Electronic Ignition And Sonic Sentry 
Anti-Theft Alarm Now! 

The profitable part about the Mark Ten B capacitive 
discharge system is that it actually eliminates 3 out of 
4 tune-ups and deals with rough idling, slow starting, 
hesitation during acceleration and poor gas mileage
on the spot! To prevent loss, the Sonic Sentry 
protects your vehicle and contents from theft by literally 
blowing the horn on anyone who intrudes into the 
harmless, ultrasonic field it emits throughout the interior of 
your car, truck, van, camper, bus, boat or airplane. 
To learn more about these quality, protective accessories 
from Delta, invest a minute of your time by filling out 
and mailing the attached coupon today! 

1.----------~ 
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I Please send complete information about the Mark Ten B and j

the Sonic Sentry, together with facts on Delta's full line of dynamite 
automotive, recreational vehicle, and security products to: \ 

1 Name _______ ___________~ 

I IStreet Address 

I City State Zip I
L__ _ ______ _J 
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