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Keep the efficient Radio 

Division out of politics 

RACTICAL radio men, and many of the 
16,000 amateurs of the country, are opposing 

the latest effort by Senator Dill to put the capable 
and efficient Radio Division of the Department of 
Commerce under the politically-constituted Fed- 
eral Radio Commission. 

The record of the Radio Division under W. D. 
Terrell as chief has been one of splendid achieve- 

ment. Last year with a personnel of only nine 
supervisors, 68 inspectors and 57 clerks in 20 

offices in different parts of the country, the Radio 

Division inspected 11,334 ship radios; measured 
45,695 frequencies or wave lengths, 44,923 being 
those of broadcasting stations and 470 being those 
of foreign stations; built the world’s most sensi- 
tive radio receiving station at Grand Island, Neb., 
designing the equipment itself and operating the 
station to detect interference on all wavelengths 

used here and abroad; established nine ‘“‘secondary 
standards,” or ‘“‘sub-policemen of the air’’; regu- 
lated the 16,829 amateur radio stations, including 
the examination and licensing of 2,165 new ones 

—and otherwise did its usually fine job of back- 
stopping the Federal Radio Commission. 

@ 
Physiological research 

UNDAMENTAL research in physiological 
reaction has resulted in many scientific devel- 

opments which has later produced modern appa- 
ratus. A recent example of this is a new motion 
picture screen developed by Albert Hurley, a New 

560 

York physicist. This screen was developed upon 
physiological rather than upon physical principles, 
with the effect upon the eye as the chief consid- 
eration. The result of this development is a 
screen which reflects less light than the old-type 
screens, although to the eye it is apparently 

brighter. The surface of the screen is treated 
with pigments that have a highly diffusing qual- 
ity, resulting in even illumination and reflection 
from all viewing angles. By regulating the 
amount, intensity and quality of light transmitted 
and reflected to the eye, less eye fatigue and nerve 
strain results. 

This is only another indication that physiologi- 
cal research, after all, should be the basic starting 
point for new developments. 

@ 
Instead of patenting, 
they publish their inventions 

UT of the welter of patent contests and 
patent litigation in radio has come one in- 

teresting patent policy on the part of a company 
which maintains an important research depart- 
ment that is continuously making inventions and 
improvements. 

The executives of this company frankly declare 
that they are not interested in patents. They do 
not take out patents. Instead, they have found 
that the best way to avoid patent difficulties is to 
publish, as soon as possible, whatever their labora- 
tory develops. As soon as publication is effected, 
of course, no one else can patent the device. 
Everyone is then free to use it, but the company 
producing the invention already has had a head 
start. Their executives feel that this ‘‘open-door” 
policy saves them infinitely more patent worries 
and litigations, than it costs them in foregoing the 
(questionable) monopoly of their own inventions 
and discoveries. 

Radio to moving trains 

N one branch of radio, at least, the Canadians 

and Europeans are continuing to show the way 

to the United States. That is the use of radio 
aboard trains, for some years demonstrated as 

practical by the Canadian National Railways and 
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