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Electric Blanket Mod Supply
AII<It ..lIdtng your column about ItIe 60

hertz tadtallOl'l, I ..... coo>eeo."". I alIo ...,oy
sleeping uncle< an eleclOC: blarIIlet , I dod,, ',
unpl"'ll my bIoIn~" .Ihough _ 'ns'ald , I buill.
DC pc:J'fIfet supply 10 power ~ ,

I run the AC line through ,roe . ...I''lll_·
..-lm. Ihen lIVough 11 ot>n.- of SO-npel*­
... resislol's. then 10.600 PlV, • amp rect,llllf.
The outpul 01.". rectlfleor .. connected 10 •
200 volt. 1SOO mierOfa'lId ,,,,100lJ11(;~
lOt and also 10 tl'Ie blanU'1. The blan~ now
sees 115 volts of DC (at 135 ..,ns) III'IIh 07
'<'OIls of~_ I .... 10~ modify !he
••lalno~" (~ .. r-tng __,
10 iI would~ •• IIeIIy .. bebe n. ..
due 10 the ••..IISled·' poooeI' doIaIpated by !he
~.hmIlng 170hm resiIIor.

It wotI<oI~ and I now -'"9 in " po­
...-.zed" COII'IIorI! I am 1lgurIn' mat 1M may
___ ofmy~tt(ll)r_-=-

lO$II'aoghIen OUI. '" Inend of ...... Sl9QI IUd
that~ il l __ 10 " tlooIl" on. Illke. I
moghI_ poW\(norl!l

AI jQl<ng""" I dod ...., bu'cl . and
am using. !he lolel, ,llOI'lIICI DC power kII>
pfy /of my .1 , ;;lIie;bioi and et. cc.t ol ...
!han $15,.-..g " -I*ts-IgoIlt1e~
tor • bucl< and • hall and II>e 7!> mocrotarlld
cap lor $.450

I sure do hope j'OU ..... ', gonna pml any·
It>ing ""9l', .... about DC ~'orn8liJnehc

fIOIlds 11_'pun)!....want10 NY"" YOU'
edilol'ials ... at IHIIt hall _ ..-son I $Ub­
sent>e 10 13~_ I ""joy lhem

G.-goty R, Melnl'" KEtuV
Belle Fourche $ , DakOla

GtegrOI)' , .. HIIy. )O)lI eamtI' up ...", • fImpM
h. 101 jIOUfblanlr.... GtNfidN. I ....~·

in9 how If>IJ 1/IIJmIos1.~ 0III0<JkJ MJapf 10 DC
O(»fIJriotl,

I " ...." ·'..", ....,.;h)-.f on /". .11«1, of
DC r.ekJs "" CfIII gtOWf1I ~ eommu"a-.
lions , _.• "cop l """ s ludy rotlicll show«! •
rttmBrI<abIB CfIII MIfH:I whim Ihtt r;tJ1I$ "'1I/#t

~ ju$1."" dflgf9H ott Ihtt"'If". mig­
Mlic IlBId

Just in cass, I'm ma~ing do w,'h bllln~t'l1$

lind II nict'l comlonll' , , Wllynt'l,

New Direction for Scouts
R"lIa,","ll you ' I;Ommenl. !M,. G,een" llo

the "Some thing 10' e.,lIlnne,s" lelle' in Ihe
feb , '9Oissue. page 56. Ihea," llOffielhlngon
TV Ihal mighl be Worlh chac king imc.

I< nalional Boy Scou t reeeer sal" the
SeoulS were c hanging polICY with ,ega '" to
thei' '' ireclioo, It was becoming more socie lly
o,iented 10 ~p cceect p.roblems like lune­
honel iIIite,ecy. lhe " ' UII abuse .itualioo, eic.!
ooe't know II the seoutt would be~Ive 10
Including lIOmfI h-am ,adooIndoclrinetion with­
in II'Ifti, organizelioo , but il _m. possible.
l illely lhere heve befH'l coopoll'elMl eltot1S
betw\t&n SeOUl. lind h.m. be lo,. du""11
e mergency cond'lion. ,

Th.. group h... M toonlll "Ide's'up Ihlt
ca n implement prog'erns I'IlltOOl'lWide , Tl'I8Y
""'y lik e to include .arne 01 the ben&fi1s 01
a ....leu'.adio WIthIn tne<, ....... ou1Iookeven if
they haven'l done 10 belo<e , And t'- moghl
l'lelp eo<'",,", ....1. tor the loa oll>llm support
through school sys1_ (whICh are no! guicS­
"" at .l'IlltiONll ........ 1M ... guided feg;<InII­
ly) . The 11m. ol COUfM. it to ...cou,~ the
liI'OWIh 01 the hobby by gainl"ll yGlJfl98'....
Newcomer to AmateurRadio
~II ". __ lO .....t__ 11lnd 1'3

...., muc:h....1\ed 10my in_lind~
style. I _ MI- 'n., !*lInd WOIh WIIyne's
rro:wtthly _ItS (- 1). I got intO ham
'lldoo tho$ .... m....... liner ..........."11 from •
lhrM-1'N' "-- Co<pe _ in Bolsw..... It
long-term fnend (tuPlV) p'odded _ into • . I
.... intO 11m ""'""" the 101. IMiI could _
seem 10 ...." the~. So "- __ I
gooed lha whip arid -..orQd from NoW::ot 10
Extra Clus in;u.t 2"" mOUlh. By lha y. I
.... 26 J'MfS-OId.;u.t eo<,lPIItong II ...
degree in plasla Engo<_, ir",III U .looweI-.-I.... d........" with 'A'hall hoaarll on lI'Ie Hf
lMndI, I'd IIad lar _tun and....-.gl....
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From the Hamshack

communic.tOOflS on 11 me le.., AnOlhe.
lfiend. NIGYH. _ed with me 10 get ho$
Tech Class. When he liste ned to HF one
nighl, with a gleam in his eyes that he was
linally on a mateu, ,adoo. hIS lar;tJ nelfly
c 'acked as he hea',; the nonsense conlaets
~2Om

I ..ant 10 comment on Wayne 's ed~onaI in
1tIe Jan. '90 issue. specificdy with regards 10
Alrica being l'K'l: l ieSS. To imply _ U-...e
nocounu'_ in Amca thai have d&cent &duca­
toon is .1arI< . II may no! be as <e8diIy available
as educ.hon he,e. bu l the n h .... you
d'l&ckflClBoston'S SAT scores Ialely?

I taughl juniornligh schooIlof 1hreeyears ill
• school named Shashe. We had Ihe besl
leadlers Il'OmamuncI the -..Md !here.When I
COftIPII"II lha educ:alion I got '""" 1M fICIuo:a­
lion I was giving. there is no CCIfI'lPilIison. The
E....-opooan~ -ela< mortI quaIiIied

A group ol 11/12 grlde llIudenls beggoMl
_ klstart • computer dub Iof 1tIem. IgoI1tIe
hinds 110 buy. compuIef. -..tIich.-...tly"....
20+ CI'lib'.., a day, These Ilids had lha*",
niceI klooall:lge 10 I'IandIe~oons,

A""" CXAIIpieh&<ided lh& physics ol etedron­
ics beIIer!han I did. The _mast.. macliII
money ll\IailabIe 10 buy an amal_ radio 10
start • dub. I'm kiclUng myself nooo- 10< fIol
....kong _10 ljIf!t IlnOltIer AA2 slal_ on !till
air. I ,;""', know ..,y bell&<.

Myeo< l_ '" W!'len $Ol; ;;',iel>o(lD "',~on.
OXped~ion 10 one 01 these countnes. seek
ouI1he IIigh schools. There are Europeans
and No<th Amencans WI!h I9ChnlCll back·
grounds (Peace Corps ""'unleers. WVRST
"",*-,nleers. 1lIIC.) III these high 1ChooII. klenf>.
ty • person wIlO can introduce amal .....~
mumcations 10 ee teach&ts. then go home
and 1'1II.... lha cllJb donale some old eqUip­
ment (Of new) 10 gel 1tIe schooI's club on tl'>ll
a ir. 1'ha1".y, all88s1WIth children on the a i' .
tll8 converMIlOn!I wiI be la, leSS bOfi"lllflCl
meaningless. At the most ....ybe a Mu.e
p,esidency ...M be e ncou' aged to conlin""
h,s/hef edllClltion in etec:I,ooics and do~
thing to encou'age d<nteIopment and p.roe·
pe' ity in the RICHEST contine nt. Wayne ,
ketlp kiclling, you've got a good torum ,

Bill Oisc ipio NIGWRIAE
Hampstead NH 0384 1

I read wilh inla"'sl you' commenls con­
ca ming Yls in ham ,adio and the electronicS
lie ld , I assu,e you that you a,a correct in you,
opinion ol ttle t'eatmant ollemales and mi·
no,ities in lhe liekl 01e'&ct,onics

I ha..e been licensed since 1970 and ho'"
an Ad..anced Class license. In additoon I hold
an FCC Gane'al Class Radiotelephone (10' ·
me, l if'!ll class) license and am Nal ional Bus>­
ness and Educaliooal Radio (NABER) cert~

heel. I have been employed in eleclronics tor
0WlI' 25 yeaf'!l a nd <!nJOp'ed ""ery momant 0I ~.

I presently -...ork tor tlla Pannsylvania Erne' ,
{lency Managemenl Agency (PU l A) as • Ra·
dio TeIacommunications Spec,ahst and _ n
my _n <:omp.a.ny (Colorado Eleclronics Ser·
>rices), How am I lreated? lille a kflO\lJrHlOlr..
Ing woman . My only satislacnon is in knowing
11'111I I a m usually the one senl 10 do the job
beea" . I know flly SCull,

Going back _ 81 mont,.,. 10 YOU' .rtM::Ie
on EMP. alii can say is good luck. 11>1I....
been preachIng lhe same thing tor yea..
and /lITI Iinld 01 tall<ing 10 stone w• . E......
lhe Eme 'gency Managemenl peopl_.1
Ieasl lle<e in Pennsyt..-ania-tla.... a deal _
concemmgI hiljlh speed digiUtl commuflica.
II(JtIS, not 10 menll(Jtl EMP p,otectiOn . II
__~ in a ti_ ol_g&flCy the polrIt­
__.- talk 10 eech octIIIf I!Ien

pus~ lTaIIic ; u-eIore, Itwnt .. .
llfNI emphasis on ..oce citcuils 'fOilh Iele­
phone beInliI lha most wanl&d. Try .. you
ftlighI you can'l get ~ !hfDugh !tIfI;r hNtIs
~ the phoo_ ate lha fifsllO go in .._.
ljI&I'lCy The tI'lOuQhIS 01~~.

CXA....nir'lllha IXlssbi'Cy ol EMP caused by
teo 101 1SI11C1MtleS. ate met""'" • I'Ieed--in-Ihe­
....." posrIion. The consensus is~ if lha
politICians don'l ttIinIl ol it 1I.,lMihes. lI'Ie
odell. fIol worth pursuing.

You< comments in !lie J...-..-y 1990 ......
"""'" the tlduca:tional $ySIIIftl ..... filjIhI on 11I8
tergeI , You haW! llIarIed me lhtnkong IbouI
gMt"'" into lha >nd&o teaching aspecl ol &du­
CIII_. I taught e leCbOi lics in I \IO-I&dl school
untiIlha lad< 01 en,oameoa caused .1ayofI.

vcu mentIoned the u per iments by Estep
in contac ting the spi' il world on VHF. I ' (I­

me mbe' ree dIng about an" Iryir>g simila ,
expe' imenls yee, s ago. I gal some lunny
'" uRs but ne..er lol/owed th'ough . Pertlaps
the' e it more Il\81e: maybe I woll retry tlla
expe, imenl3 w,th more mode, n lechnology

Whl" on t!'4 sub/OCI 01 corn-munica tlOn!l
..,Ih 011\81 1II'Oflds, I w,. inlorm you 1fral I a m
the Net Manaljl&f lor lhe MUFQN (Mulua l
UFO NeIwo<l<) amateu, ' '''00 nelS. We have
several nets on lhe d'lt_nt.mat.... ' bands
T_ and l'I-eqU9nCIIIS ..e- Salurday 8 AM
EllSlern 1237 kHz. Satu'day 9 PM Easlern
3960 kHz. Sunday 3 PM Eastern 26470 kHz .
and Thursday It PM EllSlern~ 11Hz . All
01 _ nets _ II 101 01 checll.ifl !lllIIions
......... SWU They ... open nets ..."
anyone. a m co ". 10 JOi'I on lha con_
lions.

K..-p on prNCI'\lf'IQ !lie goscNII. kflOOfnng
~ • Ie.. Iund<ed so,,1III . ... temales a'e
alluned lO..nat youar. saying

leslo& Varnocle WA3QlW
Cafnp Hoi PI<

T/Iwllo:s lot ,.,... """'" ...0 bt'Il\IO on )OUf"
UUFON ooon-. Of COUfM 1' Iheoty
-*' it",, __~ an~
1I>IJt UFOiI may bII """'" intIOIved WOIh _
,,_ IfIan ,..., .... _ INI M .such

Ihrt cenl perm<f too cloiJ#t conleC1 Wl!houf
lO. ax ill UJl ItW 1\<....... TIwr dO -.. 10
cfNn""II"'"~~ .....

He"""" nH4"., 0I1tW t«lIr$ on /htI 5Ub­
,ecl1ot_40)'NI'S . ...0~ l_lbeI
01 most UFO groups If one 1_ Of IMOlh­
... thedlle,....~_~
_ wifil l_,....... 1l'Ia/',.". 011118 low

"""""'"""/ /lid • _ 1M!..- _ II .. /tom SMail
E $fIIp, Now /.... (JOf 1:1 makl ,.".. 1:1
_ w1IIf / un dO _ I DA f '1COf'*". That
$hOUId incI ealll 1118-.vrty"""'11OUS/)'

RifJItf """" I1Y.... 1:1 gef OUt/I /tttre . off to
PoIend IndC~a~.. lodIIy lor IIIfl
(/IYS. I'll bII '1IllufI{I w,' 11 1M 11Im fJroups
lhere , . ,1ftCI M#tfnfJ ..tIaI 1ClII find in music
10 impQff IftCI b/ItIt UJ' II'IIHr IlIIrd .:vmonq
~ . WIIyI'lll

Amateur Radio 's Image
I ju.1 reaCI a ,_nt artICle 01 YOU" in Ihi

Decembe' i._ 01 73. I ha..e had the desi'e
toget my e meleur ticll&l lOf yea.. and havell'l
been a ble to conqu&r Morse coda . I lhinll a
no-cod& ticllllf would be liI'eat. I know many
0Il>ers who ha..e lila same p'oblem a nd ha..e
s hied away lrom gelhng thei, ticllel dus to
code . I Will . hocked 10 _ only 100 Canad ~
ans tool< advanlage ollhe g'e al opportunily
the no-code licket would 011.." Iwould be th..
li' SI in line ,

I also Ihink it i. hard lor an e xpa'ienced
ham to undersl..nd what someone on the cut­
s"'e Ihinll. 01 amatau, radio, IJ I. not appaal­
ing to hea' conSla nl ' edia ,eports (l ike " I run a
Kenwood and a d'poIe ," etc ) That '* tlla
major ' eason many young people think ham
,adio is boring I lhinll you, "'ea 01 making
contacts more inla'lISling Is perfect, You,
idea 01net. IOf UFOs . etc., is g'aal. The ai,·
wive. ne e d to b. inte ,.,linlil to aUra cl
younge. people. Amate u, ,adio is compe1ing
wilh mar. lhings now than eve' belo<e . l ike
the home computer a nd madame.

A....teu' ''''10 is a lso Sllflering I'I-om a n ,....
age p<obI&m. Moll OUI....,... _ m 10 thinll
you need 10 be a college proIessor 10 be in­
'IOI..-ed in ~. lIMy could be edllC:.ted by public
se<vice ads. Of _ high proIile hams could
mention ~ on naloon111 TV sIlows.

o.iIh B.IoIl""'"
Racine WI 53504

14 MHz Controversy
Vou' NoMH'nrler '"Neve< Say Doe" asked

tor commer'lS regardlng the " 275111 313
conu-.y. ThIt is my eo<'..... 'I.

.... human CXAllliclS haw _ SIdes, I know
nolhio", ol how "- mess goIllIII'Ied I only
I!n(M tt.- it is _ II doIgr_. I haw hea<d
irnmaI""'Yon llOlh sidee. idools and KVI FZ.
He otMously hal • Ploblllloh I feel bad 11'IIII
10 many 0I1'1er*iM inlelligenl hams 11Iooo
_ ,....... klloM _ le" lj)fM l and-.
tore _ ,-,. The ............ _deIlljIhI
in causing P'tO(llt klloM!tIfI;r!empef. II we
could only learn 1I'Ial wei<dot ""-'SI h-ave
.. "_." II lha good ljII.ryI would ignOfe
lI'>IIm, .,..,. "'OI.itd II 1NSl1ll'& out E...., _
they gel an acknoowlt>dg~l, li'II'y glln"-~ I _ . .... haw _ MparIII<I prot>-
...... whICh ere interreIIIIed: iI'IIar*lI'IllI jem­
_ . ClCjoICIiOo4 10 neb " owninljI" I'I-IIQUllf>­
c;es. and ttwO--pMy traffJI: _ than health
and..ellare Of _ge<IC,

Ibelieve an attempt s hould be made by tlla
amateu, community 10 Slop the presenl t,ou·
b1e. Pe,haps you, the ARRl, 0< ma~be the
FCC could lake a poll oI tlla amaleur cornmu-­
nrty a nd lind oct how lhe majority 1991 Then
the FCC Of Congress could be pr.....,1Id 10
e n!orce the wishes 01the majof'ly,

I am in la..-or 01 as.signlng a sp9Cllic I,.
qus ncy to a net ..;Ih del,Me lIOu,s . ThIS
would give a neI author rty10use. Irequency
Tha publish,ng 01 tllC intormat_ would ..
duce most 0I1he unint&lltoon.al QR M

I am also on lavor 01 _'ng Ih" d PII"Y
t'allic. and _IIOI!ling......:long Wlth ll'le opera­
tion on 11 300 .. it is p.rllCliced atlhfl_,
F_ a mat would pu'chaM equipment
and Ieam 10 it if ~ could be uwd only

'a'etr·
I am not yet • su_ to 1'3 I _ only

,ecently fIoliced you. publical_, and put.
chllse<:I No<..- . and Dec. 011 lha _and "
Iool<s good SO lar. oongratulallons. I _ I
could Ieam 10IiI<e you,

WS latlW'n ABlPG..........
" Safe " Communication?

I If'Ijoy&d lha cMoI'! oges tdefon<lllly pUll"
01 '-.g ,.:u- Janu.y«*Jmn.bull_
whe1:I>er you ha...... ·1 missed. pcld ...._
""" tor !lie S--a11ew!l 0I1IpIIIhy on Ihe ham
.anIls. II seems 10_11'IIII rnaroy'-maybl
"'...... 10 !lie I'lotlby bee...... parlldoxicely.
1Iley are fIol good COfI'In'IUI'IiCIOrS . FbrI'Ie<.
1Iley may be dr ...... by lha pili ollha "_
led'onic.aI" skills and ............"". which IIIow
them 10 pretend 10 commune::ate. W~_
COfIl9Sling' W~ness pacIl&l buI&Ion boIfd!1
WitneSS CW!

A $IIIIilar phe<"""""",__ 10 be I flOf·
mal phase 01 AmencIfl eclcllS09fit develop­
_ . only !lie p;Hlna 01 choice is Ihe Iele­
phone Many teenage.. seem 10 1fMI lhe
lelephone as '" learning tool on wIIich IIIlly
can PlIlCIocelheir communiCatIOns Sl<,.. WIIr..
ouIlha danQ&r5 ol 1-.10-1_~
bans , Aller they masJer lha basic s kIlls and
jargon. lhey can move on 10 d<WeIop mortI
intimale personal '&lalionsh,ps 1-.10-1_.

I wonOer"Wllelhe1' many hams moghl /lClUlll­
Iy be alra'" (loo st'ong a word1- maybe jusl
uncomlortable) 01 close per!IOnlll contlCb. 1O
lhey prll1end . Ham 'adoo Oilers a muM""'" 01
subslilu les lor ' eal personal communica·
lions. and it oIIef'!l an almost perfect !II"II".
These s ubstitutes can be challenging and
even lots ol lun, but when lhe medium .ubSI~

lutes tor tlla contan!. tlla,e i. no communi(;a.
lion!

Ws no wondellhal ham clu l> meetl"llS are.
10, lila m~1 part . unins p i'ing, Whal else
could you ,easonallly expect I,om an a'b~

t'ary coI+ection 01mostly while men, mOSl 01
whom are nat really comlorta llle wilh per­
sonal cootacts, who have adoptad Robert.'
Rules (anal he, stIl ling way to p'etend) to
govern tllamselves? TIla,e also seems to rna
a sac 'ed d iClum (AFl Fll. ex ca l/!(fC/'a?) Ihat
only certain lopics a'e sale 10, ha m club
meelings.

Most cnne hams I m99!. on·the-a" or lace­
to-lace. sound Iille tllay cou ld be interest,ng
people unde,neath thei, ha....veneer• . but I
a m f,eqlJllntly '&buffed wllan I try 10 mo..-e a
aso into someIhl"ll which migl'l1 be interest·
ing (bul whictl migi'll d,aw lham intQ81<_
ing a pemonal opinion)-"WelI, I'm delt,nat·
ed lsic-racehll. n say 73s now and w.~ lor
YOU' final " I don't knooo ""y I botl'l&f /tying
sometimes, Icertainty have a~ernale uses tor
the hoodestlime IfICI money I spend on I'IIIm
'adio-like lha local booIlslOi'e. I. like you•• m
an .'Iid .eader,

I WOiodei why you kaep ItyIng-I don'llh"'"
~·s tor lha money. You III&nt 10 enJOY 1tIe
Sfatus ol " p' ophe4:" ('abble-fouse<). arid you
seem 10have a g&I'IUine eo<lce", tor tilt ...
01 us hams . I usually enjoy ,..",ng you.
cotu-mns and e xplonng my (M-n ••/lCI1Of\I
(both posrtiw and negatrve). Moet~
Iy, Iteam something-.y time-l could _
gone my_ TV-easlile--' __ ......
ing about the Lambada,

I am Sfilthinking about rour ... . pow.. ol
1fre~ public tducatoon 1ySIem. I _ II
pIOduCI 01 ~ in1tle '60s """"" _ ..... tryong 10
IIa"" lha world from communism Itvough lid­
..-anc:ed ma1l'l . etc. S<not our (M-n II.,. _
ll"O*""'" 1lOfI9. r... been out ollOUCtl WI!h
the Sd I haW! been 'o'IljIUIIIy__ I!'IIII
llOi'oat "'·s ...ong. IMiII don'l knooo- lIfIOUliIh
abouI-...I\aI·sl\aW&i_", (no! happenong7). I
also don' . _ a dear pdure ol -...I\aI 1..•
P9Cl Of _ we _ . .. it _ !aIlI _ II

wI'Iile 110 chart out how 10 gel there. end mortI
irrlpc>rtantty. haor I might help. ",..., you to<
chaIengIing me 10alart. .


