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LETTERS 
Address your comments to: Letters, Radio-Electronics, 

200 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10003 

ABOUT "HOBBY CORNER" 
As a reader for the past six years, I have 

noted the appropriate trends in your publica
tion toward topics of current interest. That is, 
you have changed your emphasis in keeping 
with the direction of the electronics field and 
the interests of your readers. However, I am 
concerned enough about the future of a par
ticular department so that I am compelled to 
write to you for the first time. 

The department in question is Earl "Doc" 
Savage's "Hobby Corner. " Somehow, I get 
the feeling that Doc may be in danger of being 
edged out of the picture, and I feel that that 
would be a great loss. I am a physician who 
reads BYTE, Scientific American, Popular 
Computing, Audio Amateur, and half a dozen 
professional journals cover to cover each 
month, and one of my favorite columns is 
Doc's in Radio-Electronics. He covers an 
area that is very important to me, and I like his 
style. Though I have built many of the feature 
projects in your and other publications, I have 
learned more about electronics on the basic 
level from Doc than from anyone else. 

If you have no intention of discontinuing his 
column, great. If you are considering sub
stituting yet another software review or video
information column , or whatever, please 
don't do it. 
JOHN H. HOLTKAMP, M.D. 
New York, NY 

Rest assured, we have no intention of dis
continuing "Hobby Corner. "-Editor 

MAIL-ORDER COMPONENTS 
"Buying Mail-Order Components" in the 

September and November 1982 Radio
Electronics should be on everyone's "must 
read" list. Where it didn't add to my knowl
edge, it verified points that I'd learned the 
hard way. 

Only one important point was missing : the 
junkboxes should be obtained before the 
parts arrive. Then , when the parts arrive, they 
should immediately be categorized and 
stored in identifying compartments . Fre
quently, those parts are identified by the sup
plier according to his number, rather than the 
generic identity. If a few days or months go 
by, and the flyer, catalog, etc., has been dis
carded or misplaced, then the identity is gone 
with it. That is especially true of items fre
quently not marked, such as diodes. I've had 
to scrap several great deals, because I had 
not yet learned that lesson and couldn 't take a 
chance with mismatched components. 

Another point, which is a bit more obvious 
but perhaps still worth mentioning, is com
parative shopping. Price and/or quality of a 
particular item might be outstanding in one 

catalog, but that same supplier might be un
dersold by someone else for other items. In 
fact, sometimes local suppliers can undersell 
the wheeler-dealers. 
JOHN L. ANDERSON 
Danbury, CT 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
We regret that in your article "Software in 

the Home," (Radio-Electronics, October 
1982) you did not mention our 1100 titles of 
half-hour educational programs, 300 of which 
have been or are being sold by Atari and 
Tandy, and nearly all of which are available 
from us here in Norman, Oklahoma. 

We have full-chapter-length programs, 16 
to the course , 68 courses , in reading at all 
levels, math from kindergarten to college , sci
ence, social studies, technical and vocational 
skills, and liberal arts. Reviewers have told us 
that we may have more tutorial programs 
than all the other firms combined , but we 
don 't have games, tests , drills , and sim
ulations. 
DORSETT EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS, INC. 
Goldsby Airport, 
Box 1226, Norman, OK 73070 
Loyd G. Dorsett, President 

COPYING PC FOIL PATIERNS 
I read the letter from Mr. Constan in the 

October 1982 issue of Radio-Electronics 
and can understand his frustrations. 

I found a print shop in my local area which 
is set up with a large copy camera. The cost of 
copying the PC foil pattern is about $6.00, 
whether it is one small pattern or many which 
have been scotch-taped to two sheets of 
paper-taped together to make an 11 x 17-
inch sheet. 

One lesson I've learned is to wait at least 
three issues before putting together a project. 
That allows time for corrections to be printed. 

I enjoy Radio-Electronics very much, 
buying nearly every issue. I've particularly 
enjoyed the current "Picture Phone" series. 

Question: Can the Picture Phone be mod
ified to copy 120 lpm FAX signals, such as 
weather maps, Chinese and Japanese press, 
etc? Those services generally use two tones 
separated for 800 Hz for black and white. 
JIM HILL 
Vancouver, WA 

Unfortunately, the Picture Phone cannot be 
modified to handle such signals.-Editor 

OOOOOOPS 
Let me start by saying thank you for the 

kind mention of our OMNITERM intelligent 

terminal program in the "Computer Buyer's 
Guide" in your October 1982 issue. Un
fortunately, you forgot to include our address 
in your listing of terminal software suppl iers. 

In addition to the OMNITERM terminal pro
gram for the TRS-80 Model I and Model Ill 
mentioned, we also have versions of the OM
NITERM for the TRS-80 Modeii!IModel 16 
and IBM Personal Computer. The TRS-80 
Model II III version is $95.00; the Model Ill 
Model16version is$175.00, and the IBM PC 
version is $195.00. If any of your readers are 
interested in any of those programs, they can 
obtain a free information package from us at 
the address below: 

Lindbergh Systems, 41 Fairhill Road , Hol
den, MA 01520. Telephone: (607) 852-0233 ; 
Source: TCA818; CompuServe: 70310,267. 
DAVID J. LINDBERGH, 
President, Lindbergh Systems 

COMMERCIAL EDITOR 
Several errors seem to have crept into my 

"Automatic Commercial Editor" in the De
cember 1982 issue of Radio-Electronics. 

In Fig. 2, the REMOTE jack, J1 , should be 
shown connected to the emitter and collecter 
leads of transistor 01 . Also, capacitor C6 
should be shown as having a value of 150pF, 
not 130 pF (it's correct in the Parts List) . 

Finally, in Fig. 6, J1 should be connected to 
the large pads just below 01 . Those pads can 
be seen clearly in Fig. 5. 
GARY McCLELLAN 

TESTING POTENTIOMETERS 

In his article "The Ins and Outs of Buying 
Mailorder Components " (Radio
Electronics, November, 1982), Karl T. Thur
ber describes the use of a multi meter to eval
uate surplus or suspect potentiometers. But 
that testing method can damage or destroy 
the pot under test by exceeding the power 
rating of a portion of the pot element, or by 
exceeding the maximum allowable wiper cur
rent. Only a DVM is suitable for performing 
such measurements, due to its low-voltage 
resistance-mesurement capability. Further, if 
a potentiometer is to be operated or tested as 
a variable resistor, the wiper should be "tied " 
to the unused side of the pot element. 

Speaking from experience, I've had them 
" smoking " on the bench by ignoring the 
above considerations. If you must measure 
potentiometer resistance parameters, use a 
DVM and be careful. 
ALAN CAMPBELL 
East Ridge, TN 
That one is new to us, but if any of our other 
readers have had similar experiences would 
like to hear about them-Editor R-E 




