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ASTRONOMY

Comet-_fearéd 3

oncollision-
path with Earth |

Heuter

SYDNEY, Austraha — A huge
comet may colhde with Earth in
the year 2116, and could kill off
most forms of life with an explosior: §

. more powerful than-a million atom

bombs, an expert on asteroids said
Sunday

The five-kilometre-wide ball of
ice and rock is fravelling so fast

that, if it does collide straight into -

Earth it could plunge the world .
into darkness, astronomer Duncan
* Steel of the Anglo-Australian
Ohservatory told the Second Aus-
tralian Space Development Con-
ference in Sydney

“It would creafe an nnpact force
_of 20-million megatons, or about
1.8 million times the force of the
boimb dropped on Hiroshima,”
Steel said. :

The International Astronomical
Union, the world astronomy
authority, noted the comet’s disco-

. since keeping records of such finds,

could not rule out a collision with
Barth, Steel said.

" Named Comet Smith- Tuttle it

was first sighted in 1862 and redis-

covered in September this year, .
Astronomers have since been

watching the comet, travelling at.

ealeulation of its path around the

“We need to track it for five or '

hit it will be on Aug. 14, 2116,
because that's when its path inter-
sects the Earth’s,” Steel said.

There are hundreds of thou-
sands of asteroids — spinning
pieces of space rock — circling the

Y sun that stay safely between the

» orbits of Mars and Jupiter,
- Ahout 3,000 wayward asteroids

? bhigger than about a kilometre

7 wide are believed to have orbits
that could intersect Earth's.

very Oct. 15 and for the first time " |

P

60 kilometres a second and early -

. sun led to the union’s announce- -
¢ ment,

. six-years to be sure, Ifif's goingto -
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