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Dodge Charger 2.

Go ahead, have some fun.

¢ Having a bad day? Need a little pick-
me-up? We suggest you mosey on down
to your local Dodge dealer and demand
a quick test drive in a Charger 2.2. Then
see if you don’t come back smiling.

The Charger 2.2 is one of the vear’s
most pleasant surprises. There’s been a
lot of carping recently, in this magazine
and elsewhere, about the dearth of
American drivers’ cars. Front-drive rev-
olution or no, our cars don’t serve up
the same brand of ride, handling, per-
formance, and overall driving satisfac-
tion that the imports provide——or so the
conventional thinking goes.

The Charger 2.2 makes no apologies
on these counts. It snorts merrily
through its exhaust. It will suck the
headlights out of a Scirocco in a stop-
light drag-off. I'll stay glued to an
Audi’s rear bumper through vour favor-
e esses—and will feel good doing it. It
will even squeeze 30 miles or more out
of a gallon of fuel, if you stroke it. And
1U’s made right here in the land of the
brave—by the New Chrysler Corpora-
tion, no less.

The Charger, as you have no doubt
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noticed, 1s nothing Richud Paydee has
ever leadfooted around the high banks
of Daytona Speedway. It’s simply the
latest rendition of the familiar 024 fast-
back, next of kin to the penny-pinching
Miser, which Chrysler promoted for
nickei-rocket duty in mid-1981. Even if
the parts aren’t all new, the Charger is
encouraging for the message it brings.
The new Charger actually trades away
fuel economy for upped performance.
Even Chrysler, preoccupied as it is with
stamping out the bread-and-butter se-
dans of survival, realizes that in post-
ayatollah America there’s a growing
market for honest enthusiast cars. That
can only be good news.

As nice as all this sounds, understand
that the magnitude of Chrysler’s com-
mitment to drivers’ cars is not what
you'd call staggering. It takes only a
handful of new parts to transform a
standard-issue 024 into a throbbing
Charger, and most of the pieces had al-
ready been developed for the 024
DeTomaso and Plymouth TC3 Turismo
packages. They were just waiting for a
bright engineer to make them jell.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON KILEY

Just for the record, Chargers start life
with all the primo pieces Dodge can
muster. The chassis is treated to the 024
handling package—stiffer springs,
tauter shocks, anti-sway bars front and
rear, and squat P195/60R-14 Firestone
HPR Radials. Chrysler’s home-built 2.2-
liter, 84-hp four-cylinder is dropped
into the engine bay and bolted to your
choice of either a four-speed manual or
a three-speed automatic transaxle.

The visual element in the identity
switch from 024 to Charger is accom-
plished with a sprinkling of add-on exte-
rior bits. Fiberglass panels partially
blank off the rear quarter-windows. A
handsome (but nonfunctional) reverse
scoop is stuck on the hood, and a pair of
pseudo air extractors is slapped on, one
for each front fender. Finally, about ten
square yards of black tape stripes and
lettering are rolled onto the red-and-
black paint scheme to make sure even
mvopic nerds can tell that a Charger has
just rumbled by.

Inside, the Charger is dressed quite
attractively. The seats are sculptured in
black-and-white corduroy, with match-
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CHARGER

ing material sewn onto the door panels.
Evervthing clse1s black. The all-black
dash, which is fitted with a speedome-
ter, a tachometer, and gauges for fuel
level and amps, underscores the busi-
nesslike feeling.

Basically, none of this Is new, as it’s
all available on almost anv 024 or TC3.
In fact, the functional changes exclusive
to the Charger number but two: a
3.56:1 final-drive ratio replaces the
long-legged 3:05:1 ratio 1 the four-
speed car, and a reworked exhaust svs-
tem 1s fitted—which 1s another way of
saving Dodge throws awav the muftler
and replaces it with a piece of straight
pipe. (There is an empty swelling in the
pipe where the muftler used to be that
Chrysler considers a resonator.)

Now. a new gear and a Hollvywood
muftler may not sound like a very com-
prehensive high-performance develop-
ment program, but the changes make all
the difference in the world. The
straight-pipe exhaust sounds so good,
vou drive around with the windows
open all the time just to hear it better.
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At idle 1 burbles like a motorboat, and
it swells to a full-throated blat as you go
up through the gears. Back off, and it
snaps and pops like a race car. No one is
immune to it. Almost everyone who
drove it thought 1t was flat terrific.
There's no letdown when you pedal it
hard, etther. The gear swap is mega-
vitamin therapy for the 024. Zero-to-six-
ty sprints happen in 10.7 seconds now.,

down from the normal 2.2-liter 024’s
letsurely 12.4 seconds. Quarter-miles
go by in 17.6 seconds, 1.2 seconds
quicker than before. But you don’t need
a stopwatch to feel that the Charger is
on its toes all the time, ready to zing 1t
when vou are.

Whether it's the new graphics or the
arrest-me-red paint or the boyv-racer ex-
haust, or all of these things, there’s no
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CHARGER
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denving that the Charger gets a rise out
of the populace—whether thev're walk-
ing or motoring. Heads turned wherev-
er we went, and stoplight challengers
came out of the woodwork. During one
late Friday-night cruise, the Charger did
battle on three impromptu occasions. It
sent a BMW 2002ti: home whimpering,
then got slaughtered by a brace of V-8
Camaros. (Well, what did vou expect?)
A couple of davs later a student in a
Fairmont spun out while trving to keep
up with us through some wet esses at 65
mph. The Charger, it seems, brings out
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the kid in evervbody.,

In most other wayvs the Charger is the
same willing sports coupe we've known
for the past few vears, a car we dubbed
the American Scirocco the first time we
drove it. That assessment still stands.
The Charger, alias 024, hammers down
two-lanes with the kind of poise and au-
thority that would seem appropriate {or
something from the Fatherland. The
nose points wherc vou tell it to, and the
wheels stay planted over bumps that
would have most Amurrican iron dart-
ing around excitedly. Even the power
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steering is encouraging, with just
cnough feel to let vou in on what's go-
ing on.

The Charger is also an impressive
highwayv rocket. You can reel in Inter-
state and send it out the back at 95 mph,
and the Charger will stay as stable as the
Rock of Gibraltar—almost immune to
trailer-truck wakes and gusts, if not the
police. Although it’s far from hushed,
our sound-level meter says that the
straight-through exhaust adds only |
dBA of noise at 70 mph.

Unfortunately, given Chrysler’s prior-

" 1ities these days, it's not surprising to see

that the Charger’s weak points are also
unchanged. You don’t spend all vour
tume tearing around, no matter how
crazed you are, and it’s at the quicter
moments that you notice that the
Charger’s environment isn’t nearly as
hospitable as it ought to be. The driving
position is second rate, with the scat a
bit too low and the wheel a tad too high.
With luck, the new seatback rechincer, of-
fered for the first time on 1982 models,
will enable vou to adjust vourself into
something other than the orangutan
arms-out driving position, while still
keeping vour legs from getting cramps.
The seats, while grippy, are in dire need
of more lateral support. You couldn’t
heel-and-toe even if vour shoe size were
25, so far apart are the pedals. And the
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interior hardware lacks the high-quality
look and fit of even lowly Japanese se-
dans.

There are other things to remind you
that the Charger 1s a lowball sedan, con-
ceived before America was taught a few
quality lessons by the Japanese. The
dash and the shifter buzz intermittently,
and the general fit and finish, inside and
out, are nothing to rave about. The ven-
tilation is marginal.

In spite of these gripes, the little
Charger is still a mighty lovable rat rac-
er. Not only is it good therapy to blast

around in it, but it won’t eat up your .

steak money either. Our leadfooted
staff, egged on by the Charger’s natural-
ly aggressive personality, couldn’t drop

the mileage below 24 mpg.

All this, plus a price thousands less
than the Scirocco, makes the Charger
look like one of the best ways to get
cheap thrills on four wheels. For 1982
the good news 1s that you can have a
low-profile Charger sans graphics simply
by ordering a Plymouth TC3 Turismo
with all the proper equipment.

" That Chrysler is keeping the faith and
offering hot-rod small cars in two guises
in 1982 is further proof that the mes-
sage we’ve been pressing is finally
reaching Detroit’s executive suites.
Cheap, efficient cars are all well and
good, but nowhere is it written that they
can’t also be fun. It kind of makes you
smile, doesn’t it? —Rich Ceppos

* I missed all the good stuff when I
worked at Chrysler. While I was busy
demonstrating on campus to unionize the
dorm janitors, the test track was teeming
with 426 Hemis and 387 Magnums. By
the time I hired on as a test driver at the
proving grounds, the only thrills came
from losing four-by-fours in the bottom-
less mudhole of the off-road course.

So now, while I'm trying to figure out
how to keep my caster-ated desk chair
from falling off the edge of the Rubber-
maid carpet protector, my old pals from
UAW Local 1284 are screaming around
South Tortuous Road in an L-car that
sounds like a 440 Power Wagon with
cherry bombs and goes like a bat out of
hell. Plant Protection must be going ba-
nanas! There’s no justice.

The straight-pipe exhaust and the
shorter final-drive ratio aren’t the only
features that have me sold on the Charger
2.2. Chrysler also found enough money
to fix the rubbery shift linkage that had
plagued the L-cars since their introduc-
tion in 1977, And thick, supportive seats
now take the place of the abominations
that sent half of Chrysler’s test drivers to
the table of Gentle George, the local chi-
ropractor, every week.

One question: Do they only come in
red? —Jean Lindamood

Get back! Italians have gotten loose in the
Chrysler muffler lab! Make that the No-
Muffler Lab. This Challenger 2.2 sounds
like an Alfa that's been out on an all-
nighter. And it doesn’t give a hang il Mrs.
Alfa hears it come ripping home for
breakfast. Sull, it's funny how an exhaust
system of such obvious heritage can
sound so much like a Lawn Boy riding
mower at idle, and then like one bank of
Cale Yarborough’s 180-degree headers
when the revs are up.

The Challenger’s engine feels healthier
than any four-cylinder Detroit’s ever
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shipped out before. It’s much smoother,
stronger, and more willing than, say,
Ford's anguished 2.3-liter or GM’s early,
underachiever versions of the Iron Duke.
And the Chrysler 2.2 gets good fuel econ-
omy to boot.

I could do with improvements in the
taffy-pull steering, the ugly wheel, the ar-
chaic ventilation, and the poor lateral
support, but one of these welterweight
mechanical packages in the less gaudy
trappings of the Turismo would be an ap-
pealing combination of Americana-meets-
Oktoberfest virtue. The Challenger’s
road behavior is less sophisticated than a
Scirocco’s, but for the price . . .

Chrysler is working hard.

—Larry Griffin

There will be some among you who never
heard of Jim Wangers. Jim Wangers was
the fertile brain behind the Pontiac GTO.
He was the one who got us to do our
original GTO-versus-GTO test in 1965.
Although he never gets any credit for it,
he had a lot to do with John De Lorean’s
explosive success at Pontiac back in those
days. Unfortunately, government regula-
tions and America's growing energy con-
sciousness cut one leg off of Wangers’
stool, and he lost his equilibrium. The
kids he hyped cars for in the Fifties and
Sixties don’t go racing on Woodward
anymore. Nobody does. His head is still
full of ideas, but they're 1969-model
ideas. Chrysler asked him to help them-
hype the Charger, and the Charger 2.2 is
what he came up with. Like the DeToma-
so 024, it's a perfectly good car, but it
looks a little self-conscious under all that
nostalgic adornment. The Charger 2.2 is
fun to drive, ts well balanced, makes a
nice noise, and won’t cost you an arm and
a leg to own or to operate. It’s just too
bad that it looks as though it’s on its way
to a Good Old Days costume party.

—David E. Davis, Jr.
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Test Report Reprints

CAR AND DRIVER reprints give you the automotive
information you want, whether you're buying a new
or older car, adding accessorles or making
modifications.

GT CARS

40350 Jaguar E-Type V-1210/72
40355 Pantera 5/73

40402 Datsun 280-Z 6/75

40467 Ferrari 308GTB 3/77

40484 Porsche 928 6/77

40485 Delorean DMC-12 7/77
40510 Toyota Celica GT Liftback 1/78
40518 Porsche 911 SC 3/78

40519 Volkswagen Scirocco 3/78
40521 Porsche 928 & 930 4/78
40525 Mazda RX-75/78

40531 Ferrari 308 GTS 6/78
40536 Datsun 280-Z 7/78

40543 Mazda RX-79/78

40549 Datsun 280-ZX 11/78
41173 Firebird Trans Am 1/79
41175 BMW 320i1/79

41412 Pontiac Firebird Turbo Trans Am 10/79
41414  Lotus Esprit S2 10/79
50001 Porsche 924 Turbo 11/79
50005 Datsun 200-SX 12/79
50006 Ferrari Dino 308GT4 12/79
50068 Chevrolet Camaro Z28 4/80
50176 Volkswagen Scirocco 9/80
50177 Ferrari 308 GTBi 10/80
50201 BMW 528i 12/80

50202 Chevrolet Citation X-11 12/80
50268 Datsun 280 ZX Turbo 5/81
50275 Ferrari Berlinetta 6/81
50330 Alta Romeo GTV6256/81

ANALYSIS

40513 Turbo Rodding: Buick Turbo Skyhawk;
Minilite Honda Accord Turbo; Eberhart
Twin-Turbo Firebird 2/78

40468 How To Make Money On Oid Cars 3/77

40480 The Diese! File: Volkswagen Rabbit Diesel,
international Diesel Scout Traveler, Peugeot
504D, Mercedes-Benz 240/300D, Project
Car Doktor Diesel (Mercedes 300D)6/77

41344 Suspension Made Easy 6/79

41345 Supersound: Automotive Sound Systems

41386 Sit On it: Car-Seat Comparison 8/79
50072 Turbocharge 4/80

TIRE COMPARISON TESTS

40376 For High Performance Cars: Sears Radia!
70, Semperit Spider STT, Pirelli Cinturato HS
CN12, Michelin XWX, Bridgestone Steel
Radial, Uniroya Steel Beited Radial, General
Dual Steel Radial, Firestone Steet Radial
500, Goodrich Radial T/A 60, Goodrich
Radial T/A 50, McCreary Radial, Eliminator
Super Prowier, Goodyear Polysteel GT,
Mickey Thompson 60 Indy Profile 6/73

40377 For Smal! Cars and Super Coupes:
Goodyear Custom Power Cushion Polyglas,
Michelin X, Pirelli Cinturato HS CN-36,
Semperit Spider STT, Bridgestone RD-105
Wide 70, Continental TS771, Duntop SP
Sport Formula 70, Goodyear Custom
Steelgard Radial, Firestone Steel Radial
500 Uniroyal Steei Belted Radial,
B. F. Goodrich Radial T/A 6/74

40409 For SS/Sedans: Bridgestone, Continental,
Dunlop, Firestone, Gislaved, Goodyear,
Kieber, Michetin, Phoenix, Pirelli, Semperit,
Treleborg, Uniroyal, Veloce, Vredestein 9/75

50004 Uitra-Tire Test: B. F. Goodrich Radial T/A,
Continental CS51, Goodyear Wingfoot,
Kieber V12GTS, Michelm TRX, Phoenix
Stahlfiex 3011, Pirelli Ginturato P6, Pirelli
Cinturato P7, Sears Roadnandler T8 12/79

DATE FOLLOWING EACH LISTING INDICATES
ISSUE IN WHICH ARTICLE APPEARED.

REPRINTS ARE $2 EACH. MINIMUM ORDER $6.

ﬂ MAIL & PHONE CHARGE ORDERS (minimum $10):
Am. Ex., Diners, MC or Visa. CALL 24 HRS. TOLL FREE
800-431-2731. NY State only 800-942-1940. BY MAIL: fill in &
mail coupon plus credit card name, number & expiration date.
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Please sendtotalof _________ reprints listed below:

Reprint =| Qty.| Reprint # | Qty. | Reprint # | Qty.

Total § (minimum order $6)

U.S.A —shippedFirstClass, add $1 per order post. & hand.
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City/State /Zip
Residents ot CA, CO, DC, FL, I, MA, M1, MO, NJ, NY
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CURRENT BASE PRICE dollars x 1000

[ DODGE CHARGER 2.2

TOYQTA COROLLA SR-5
{ Lroroexe ||

VOLKSWAGEN SCIROCCO

ACCELERATION seconds

[ 0-60 mph

T y
DODGE CHARGER 2.2 W V. -mile
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—

70-0 MPH BRAKING feet
I I
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SUSPENSION KITS

sway bars combine with Bilstein shocks
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GMP progressive rate springs and anti-

For catalog send $2.00 GMP

FOAM SPOILERS
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for Rahbits and Sciroccos. Virtually
indestructible and light weight in mat
black finish.
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Charlotte, N.C. 28224
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TC3 Turismo 2.2-Liter

Getting better all the time by Ro McGonegal  protos 8y Jorn GaTES

46 JANUARY 1981  MOTOR TREND




, If the Plymouth TC3 were
a student and we were the
§ master, we would give it
an A for effort. The Word
of Lido has made connec-
tion somewhere between
the podium and the assembly-line push-
button. Starting with this model year, we
have been assured uncompromised qual-
ity control, a method of refinement not
seen since the day of the handbuilt coach.
In reality, we know this decree is banal
and fully at the mercy of the mass-pro-
duction angel, but we can take solace that
the heavenly overseer no longer goes to
sleep inside the paint booth on Friday
afternoons.

The commitment is to build a2 domestic
car within the rigid boundaries set by fot-
eign makers, boundaries that have been
accepted and expected by American car
buyers. We have seen it lately in the Im-
perial, in the K-car, and now in the ongo-
ing TC3 line. During the last 18 months
we have tested three TC3s (including this
one) and have seen the emergence of a
providential behavior pattern.

Indeed, the TC3 is virtually the same
as last year’s offering, but it is quieter and
smoother and drinks the same amount of
fuel as did the old configuration. The 2.2-
liter 4-cylinder engine and transaxle are
manufactured by Chrysler and are extra-
cost options. But if one prefers the sexy
accoutrements wrapped into the Turismo
package, then one 1s treated to these me-
chanicals automatically. Herein lies the
basic difference between the 1980 and the
1981 Turismo. What we have is more
power, more torque, and more quietude.
That, in a pistachio nutshell, is its es-
sence. The 2.2 engine is strong and silent,
especially at freeway speed, and it has a
torque curve that can be bandied with
when the need arises.

Although the 2.2 is a half-liter larger
than the base 1.7-liter Volkswagen
powerplant, it prospers from relatively
the same fuel mileage and only slightly
better straight-line performance than the
1980 1.7 configuration.

But why?

We can chalk the figures up to the
magic of gear ratios and volumetric effi-
ciency. The transaxle used with the 1980
1.7 engine had lower ratios for all its
gears and was quicker 0-50 than the 2.2,
But after the 50-mph mark, the larger en-
gine begins a heavy breathing exercise.
To test the true mettle of the TC3, one
must join the commuter traffic ranks. In
that mess, the torquey 2.2 allows use of
2nd or 3rd gear with little fear of having
to put the lever all the way back into
Low. The torque produced by the 2.2 is
sufficient enough to do all low-rpm lug-
ging in these gears. Once on a roll, the
TC3 can be left in 4th, which is a .88:1
overdrive, while the operator simply
matches road speed to traffic conditions.
The need for downshifting in order to
pass is infrequent, and the noise once as-
sociated with the TC3 is absent. No doubt
the Turismo’s extra sound deadener is a

factor, but the engine’s larger displace-
ment means that it doesn’t have to work
as hard to keep the same pace as the 1.7
engine did.

The same gear ratios that allow the 2.2
only marginal performance over the 1.7
of last season (in 1981 models the final
drive ratio of the 1.7 cars-has been
dropped from 3.37 to 2.84:1) have made
it something of a mileage maniac. It reg-
istered 32.2 mpg on our 73-mile loop and
a smile on our tester’s face.

Even with the inclusion of the 2.2 en-
gine and corresponding transaxle, the
TC3 Turismo is mechanically the same as
it was a year ago. The interior layout,
save for some seat “modifications,” is al-
so the same, but it has been screwed to-

-gether tighter than it ever has been. The

windows don’t rattle in the door frames;
the dash doesn’t moan unless it’s being
treated to a corduroy road; and every-
thing stays in exactly the same place it
did when it was fitted to the car.

One of the most satisfying things about
the Turismo’s interior is its decided un-
derstatement. Controls for all functions
(and we do mean a/l; see option list) are
fitted into a narrow band of simulated
wood that runs from one door panel to
the other. Only the gearshift lever is ob-
trusive and, in the tan interior, sticks out
like a crow on a snowfield. Still extant is
the deep-dish steering wheel, which looks
odd but feels quite normal and is com-
pletely necessary in lieu of a non-collaps-
ible steering column. In the event of a se-
rious frontal impact, the wheel, not the
column, is supposed to deflect enough to
minimize human damage.

The steering wheel’s very depth brings
to light a problem of driver comfort. Un:
less the driver bears oversize hands, it be-
comes necessary to drop the left hand
from the wheel in order to activate the
windshield clearing systems, high head-
light beams, or directional signal. A slight
crick in the lever would bring it a couple
of inches closer to the fingertips, allowing
“hands on” at all times. But at the other
end of the wheel is a quick and respon-
sive power-assisted rack-and-pinion
steering, which has excellent road feel
while retaining a goodly amount of steer-
ing input effort. The crow-on-the-snow
shifter still feels rubbery through its
gates, and reverse is still hard to find on
occasion. But when the driver must put
the stick to work, it will not fail.

To be sure, we are all trying to find our
place in this world, and the seats of the
TC3 are beginning to look like one place
to start. They are still without provision
for adjustable rake, and we feel that in a
car with a base price of more than $6000,
this is criminal. The seat bottom angle
has been renegotiated so that the occu-
pants feel like they are properly seated
and not like they’re heading for their first
run down a coal chute. The seat botiom
also feels firmer than in previous models
and serves to place thighs and feet in a
much better (read straighter) relationship
to the floor of the car. Lumbar support is
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TC3 Turismeo 2.2-Liter

gentle but firm enough to erase all lower
back problems, at least on trips of one
hour or less. The La Corde upholstery,
new this year, fits its stuffing with sinceri-
ty, as it was meant to be, all tight and
smart-looking.

The rest of the interior is just as harmo-
nious. The fit and finish of the headliner,
door kickpanels, carpeting, and cargo
compartment -are above average. Every-
thing looks like it has been attended by
human hands and assembled piece by
piece. A little quality at last? A litle
something for your money? (What a nice
feeling: maybe Lido does care after all.)

The Turismo’s option list is lengthy,
but these items are comfortably blended
and always within easy reach. One group,
labeled “popular equipment,” includes a
lot of little ditties that a buyer might nor-
mally choose as separate pieces. This col-
lection contains the deluxe wiper system
(intermittent feature), deluxe seat belts,
dual horns (under the hood), power steer-
ing, power front disc brakes, dual mir-
rors, special interior lighting. and trip
odometer. They are peculiar to this pack-
age, but we see no reason why some of
these things (trip odometer, ‘wipers, etc.)
couldn’t be included as standard equip-
ment as on many Japanese and European
cars of this class.

Another option that should be manda-
tory is the Sport suspension (option code
S14). This outfit includes the same shock
absorbers that are used with the standard
suspension but features higher spring
rates (115 versus 95 pounds per. inch.
front; 110 versus 90, rear); different re-
bound rate (only) for the rear springs:
and a larger diameter front, as well as the
inclusion of a rear anti-roll bar. The fat
little P-metric 195/60 radials, which are
part of the Turismo package, roll on 14-
inch wheels. The test Turismo was fitted
with styled steel rims, but swoopy vaned
alloys are also available.

This complete system almost converts
a wallower into a predictable corner-
stormer (at least for the layman) that
rides with boulevard smoothness most of
the time. The components are not harsh
enough to lift a wheel off irregular pave-

ment but, instead, work toward investing
the dnver/occupams with a competent,
safe-feeling ride.

- The TC3 Turismo is a stylish. timely,
and very marketable piece of automobile
at present, but its owners, like the rest of
the domestic car industry, are falling into
an inescapable trap. In order to duplicate
what the Japanese can offer, they must
place the sticker price above that of their
competition, just so the expected ameni-
ties (trip odometer, intermittent wipers,
etc.) can be included. In Turismo form,
the TC3 is a pleasant, competent car, but
not very exciting. Swoopy looks or no, we
doubt whether we’d be happy in a
stripped-down version. The high-line
Turismo is stuck, via poor gearbox ratios
and price scheduling, somewhere be-
tween the Omnirizon and the Scirocco.
but maybe that’s just where it should be.
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PlymouthTC3 2.2 Turismo

GENERAL

Vehiclo ype ...

Base price ..
Oplions on 1esl car .

Price astesled ... ... ... ...

ENGINE
Type .o e

Bore & stroke ...

Displacement ... oo ot

Compression ratio
Fuel system ........
Recommended fuel .
Emission control .

Vaive gear ....... .

2 + 2 hatchback
56070

.. Tunsmo package.

tonneau cover. 1oor
mats, maintenance-free
tattery. elec. rear det ..
oopular equipment
group. A/C, undercoat,
pwr lift gate, AM/FM
stereo, Sport suspension
58410

... Inline tour, water cooled,

cast ron block.
aluminum head. 5 main
bearings

. 87.5x 92 mm (3.44 x

3.462 )
2.2 liters (135 cu. in))
8.5

. 2-bbl carburetor
... Unleaded
.. Hectronic spark control,

cataiytic converter
Cverhead camshatt,

L 4
4 SPECIFICATIONS
Width .
Front-engine, front-drive, Height
Ground

Max. load length w/reo
secal(s) folded down .
Curb weight ..

Weight dlslvibu"on F/R

CAPACITIES

Fuel capacity ...
Crankcase ...
Cooling system
Trunk capacity ........

SUSPENSION

Front ... .

Rear ... .. .

STEERING
TYpe s

Turns lock-to-lock .
Turning circle, cuvb-lo-curb

&58 in.
53.5 in

. 5in

o 62000
. 2247 o

. 13947853 Ib.

13 gols.
3.8 ats
8.7 gts.
N.A

Independent. Iso-strut
wCoil springs, stabilizer
bar (1.0-in. diameter)

Independent, trailing
arms, coil spangs.
stabilizer bar (0.63-in.
diameter)

Rack and pinion,
power assist

L34
LAt

beit-driven
Horsepower (SAE nef} ... ..... 84 at 48C0 rom BRAKES o )
Torque (ib.-ft., SAE nef) ... 111 at 28C0 rem Front ... SQJ:d discs, 8.98-in.
Power-lo-weight rafio .. 262 b.’hp e glﬂr\"'?'e' a s 87
Al ..o Castiron drums, 7.87-in.
DRIVETRAIN dameter
Transmission .. 4-speed manual (0.88:1
overdrive 4h) WHEELS AND TIRES
Final drive 1ato ... 3.05% ‘x:ee: :y'le . . g 5 X‘ L‘UJ
eel lype ... ... Steel disc
DIMENSIONS Tire make and size . .. Fitestone HPR
Wheelbase . 6.7 1n. P195/60R14
Track, F/R .. 5861556 in Tire type ..o .. Steel-beited 1adial
length ... 164.8 in Recommended plessure (psl), F/R ... 35:35
MPH
0-80
0-70
0-60 ACCELERATION
0-30 mph .. . 3.78 secs
0-40 mph ... 6.C0 secs.
0-50 0-50 mph 8.58 secs.
0-60 mph 12.19 secs
0-70 mph 17 14 secs
0-40 0-80 mph ... 27.12 secs.
Top speed . 95 mph (est)
Standing quarer mile .. 18.70 secs. 73.30 mph
Passing times (40-40 mphj ... 6.19 secs,
0-30 {50-70 mph ... .. B.56 secs.
N L L L
SECS. 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
FUEL CONSUMPTION BRAKING :
EPA City . 25 mpg VI : [T 1 [ [
MT 73-mile lest loop .. . 322 mpg 300 3611,
SPEEDOMETER N 600 160 ft
Indicated 30 40 50 60 FECLO. 25 50 75 G0 125 180 175 200
Actual mph 30 40 493587 . -




Dodge Charger 2.2: 5 year/50,000 mile
protection and 0-50 performance that

Zero to fifty in 6 seconds.

With mileage you don't expect
from anything that comes even close:
4] est, hwy. and 26|EPA est. mpg. **

The 1982 Dodge Charger 2.2.

$7472 worth of dynamite that ex-
plodes with rocket launching quick-
ness. So fast on green, that either
Trans Am and Z28 are Emily Post
polite and let Charger 2.2 go first, or
Charger 2.2 is so fast that it simply
blows them away

blows the doors offTi

MODEL B &8 eone ercer osor
Chorger 22 4 2o g 747 602
Comoro 228 24 SRUSE S 9700 847
Ponfioc Trons Am. 24 gogl‘é% $ 94658 667

Charger 2.2's performance is in-
credible. While Trans Am and Z28
have V8's from another era, Charger
2.2 s designed for the realities of the
80's. Taking full advantage of sophisti-
cated engineering and space age
technology. Its forquey 2.2 liter over-

! 11';__..;.1.

head cam 4 cylinder engine comes in
one of the slipperiest missiles ever
shaped. The power to weight rafio
works out like pony cars of the 60'.

5 year 50,000 mile protection.

Dodge protects your new 1982
Charger 2.2 for 5 years or 50,000
miles, whichever comes first. That in-
cludes engine and power frain protec-
tion, outer body rust-through protection,
and Free Scheduled Maintenance. Lim-
ited warranties, Deduclible may be re-
quired. Your Dodge dealer has details.

Performance is standard.

And Charger 2.2 comes with lots
more: front-wheel-drive and rack
and pinion steering, rallye road wheels
and P195760R14 raised white letter
radials, and an S14 sport suspension.
They make Charger 2.2 such a pre-
dictable corner-stormer USAC was
impressed enough fo certity it as the
only sports car with front-wheel-drive.

ans Ama

Ameri !
Driving Machines

dze8.

There's more: standard rallye in-
strument cluster with tach and quoriz
clock; performance exhaust system;
reclining buckets with loteral support.
For off-road racing, your Direct Con-
nection dealer has more great stuff. %

If Dodge Charger 2.2'is your
kind of driving machine, buy or lease
one at your Dodge dealer.

There’s nothing else on the road
that'll give you more value or fun for
your bucks. Buckle up for sofety and
show the world who's boss.

&

The New Chrysler Corporation. Quality engineered fo be the best.

*Based an acceleration tests perdormed by NHRA, Camparnisan only applies to cas with slandard engines ond fransmissions. **Lise ERA EST MPG numbers far comparison,
Actual mileage may vary depending on speed, inp length, and wedather. Actuol HWY mileage probobly lower. CA milsage moy be lower Sticker price excluding taxes and
desfinafion charges. Levels of siondard equipment vary on vehicles corpared. tUse of Direct Cannection pars moy void fimited warmanby.






