Letters

SOLENOID THAT ISN'T

we al Eumig thank Forutar ELECTONICS
lor the fine review regarding our Metropolitan
CCD cassette deck in the May 1979 issue.
We did. however, note an error regarding the
deck's transpart in lhe “Usar Comment” sec-
lion: "The solenoid-operated ttansport is
aslonishingly silenl. We heard none of the
thumps or clunks usuzlly associated with
solenoid operation.” You then go on to state
that there is a "motor” sound inslead of a
solenod sound.

As a point of information, the reason sole-
notds are not heard is that there are no sole-
noids  The molor sound 1s heard because the
head mounting assembly is slep-mator &n-
gaged. using the same motor that governs
fast forward and rewind. —Tom Bensen, Eu-
mug (LL.5.A ) Inc., Great Neck, NY

MAKING A BETTER WINDOW?

The window comparator circuit shown
above has tewer parls and has betier input
pratection than that shown in Fig. 5 of the May
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1979 "Experimenter's Corner.” Resistors A1,
A2, and R3 form the relerence voltage
source with lhe upper limit defined by V. .(R2
+ A3)4{R1 + R2 + A3} and the lower limit
defined by VCCHBI(H‘l +R2 + A3). For small
windows, A2 determines the window open-
ing. For very small windows, on the order ot 0
o 15 m¥, R2 can be eliminated and 1he
opening can be adjusted via A7. Resistors
A4 and RS protect the nputs from excessive
current during acerdental inputs exceeding
Ve or ground. Diade limiting can be added
from the inputs la V- and ground, using D7
and D2.

System stabilty is a function of V. stabil-
ity and ap-amp drifts. For 741s and 747s, VCC
should be belween B and 30 volls. FET-input
op-amps lend themseives well to this applica-
tion. Resistors R4, RS, and A6 limit LED cur-
rent and should be chosen to allow about 10
mA —Glenn Fasnachi, Lakewood, OH.





